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TO THE 
ubliſher of the Rev. Mr. ADAM's 
LECTURES. 


S I R, 
Would adviſe the reader, before he 
peruſes the following pages, to con- 
der well our Church Catechiſm, and 
articularly obſerve the following (Queſ- 
jon and Anſwer therein,) viz. Why then 
Ire infants baptiſed, when by reaſon of 
heir tender age, they cannot perform 
hem? — Anſwer. — Becauſe they promiſe 
| them both by their Sureties; which promiſe, 
hen they come to Age, themſelves are 
nd to perform.) Then they will red 
without prejudice, and have a clearer 
ew of the deſign of the Author's impreſ- 
ng this duty on perſons of riper- years, 
þnd be ſenſible that what is therein laid 
down, 1s a full explanation of the Church 
atechiſm, free from any ambiguous in- 
ferpretation.— And if viewed in it's proper 
* light, I doubt not but many well diſpoſed 


perſons will receive benefit therefrom, 
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TO THE 


Pariſhioners of WinTrINGHAM: . 


My dear Friends and Neighbours, 


AVING drawn up theſe Lec- 
H tures upon the Church Cate- 
chiſm, chiefly for your benefit, and in 
diſcharge of my office amongſt you; I 
now take this method of making them 
better known to you, and would glad- 
ly beſpeak your favourable attention 
to them. Which I have the more 
reaſon to hope for, as I can truly ſay 
they are publiſhed by the advice, and 
at the repeated requeſt, of ſome per. 
ſons of knowledge and experience; 
who judged they might be of ſervice 
to the cauſe of religion. 


Ag 


I COMe 


[wi] | 
I commend you to God's blefling 
in the reading of them; in whoſe 
| hands a well-meant attempt may be to 
you, and others, the favour of life un- 
to life; and with my ,hearty prayers 
that it may be fo, deſire you to accept 
| this public teſtimony of my reſpect 
and concern for you; who am 


Your ſeryant in the Lord. 


|] 


PREFACE, 
HAVE only one or two things to deſire 


I of the Reader, by way of Preface. 
One is, that if he 1s a real chriſtian, 


preſſing into the kingdom of God, he 


would not quarrel with nit for a form of 
expreſſion, or peculiarity of opinion; dif- 
fering perhaps from his, in one or more 
points, not of the eſſence of religion; but 
that we may ſtrengthen one another's hands 
in the great point of turning to God, ac- 
cording to the faith of Chriſt, in the way 


of an inward work, under the influences 
of the ſpirit. 


The other is, that if he be a formaliſt, 
or outward profeſſor only, and has never 
been ſtirred up to ſeek after the redemp- 
tion that is by Chriſt in the deep ground 
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[vi] 

of his heart; he would conſider ſeriouſly 
with himſelf, whether religion, according 
to the plain meaning of the Bible, is not 
Converſion? and whether any kind of reli- 
gion, which leaves him juſt where it found 
him, without working any change of his 
tempers, and, gffections, can be pleaſing 
to God, or a ground of his preſent and 
future happinels, 
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PRACTICAL LECTURES 


ON THE 


CHURCH CATECHISM. 
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TC UTI 


TDESIGN, with God's help, to go 
[ over the Church-Catechiſm with you 
r 


iefly. 


Not ſo much in the way of an expoſi- 


tion, as to teach you how to apply it, and 
bring it home to yourſelves ; by turning it 
into ſo many heads of ſelf- examination. 


That, if it pleaſe God, we may ſee and I 


conſider whether we have yet made a right 


uſe of the excellent inſtruction afforded us 
in it; by laying it up in our hearts, and 


converting it into the nouriſhment of our 
ſouls. To give you ſome underſtanding 


of what I mean; 


The Church-Catechiſm is a ſhort and 
Plain inſtruction in theſe ſeveral points ; 
I. The chriſtian covenant, 2, The chrit- 


181 
tian faith, 3. The chriſtian obedience. 


4- The chriſtian prayer. gj. The chriſtian 
ſacraments. Now, | 


Do you remember ſo much as the words 
of this ſhort inſtruction ? and if you do, 
have you a proper underſtanding of it? 
Did you ever meet with any difficulties in 
it? and if you did, was you careful and de- 
ſirous to get them removed? Alas! alas! 
1 fear many of thoſe to whom I am ſpeak- 


ing, cannot truly ſay thus much for them- I 


ſelves. God help us the while! for it is a 
|! fad reproach to us who call ourſelves chriſ- 
tians, and would take it ill not to be 
thought ſo, to be ſo ignorant of the great 
truths of our moſt holy religion, as we Ke. 
nerally are. But now obſerve what I ſay. 

If we had never ſo perfect a knowledge of 
it, and of all the particulars of our . 
yet if this be all — if we reſt here 
with all our pains we have done juſt no- 
thing. Our knowledge is ſtill in che head, 
where it can do us no good. 


The end of all divine knowledge is prac- 
tice and ſelf- application. It is intended to 
be the touchſtone of the heart. There it 
is that it muſt do its work in us; and 
there it is that we muſt work with 7. 1 


| [9] 
nce. I T have a right underſtanding of the 
chriſtian covenant, do I willingly receive it, 
and _ I catered into it in the preſence 
df God ? 


If we know what we mean, when we 
ſay e believe all the articles of the 
chriſtian faith; do we allo believe ts the 
aving of the foul? Heb. x. 39. Do we 
content ourſelves with barely believing; 
or only thinkfig that we believe, when 
indeed we do not; or is our faith a living, 
working principle in us, from God ; pro- 
ducing chriſtian obedience, and all the fruits 
of a holy converſation ? 9 8 


We all know that prayer is a duty of the 
higheſt importance. And perhaps we may 
go ſo far toward the quieting of conſcience 
as to uſe ſome daily form of prayer. But 
is our prayer an inward work? is it the 
prayer of the heart from what we feel of 
our miſery and corruption? Do we aſk 
ſpiritual bleſſings of God with the ſame 
true, earneſt deſite, that a perſon ready to 
ac- periſh with hunger would afk for bread; 
as knowing within ourſelves that we are 
- it undone, if God does not grant what we 


nd pray tor? 
It | + Wal We 


L 20-] 
We fay, the chriſtian ſacraments are ne In 
ceſſary to ſalvation. But do we look weilhror af 
to the end and deſign of them? Have 'weKhiſm, 
ſince we came to years of diſcretion, turn Father 
| ed our baptiſm into a true covenanting withſtwo ir 
| God ? Is the ſacrament of the Lord's ſup- your | 
per precious in our eyes; as the memoria 
of Chriſt's body broken, and his blood 
| ſhed for us, by which alone we obtain re 
0 miſſion of our ſins? Do we come to id chriſti 
ſl with holy deſires, and hearts full of grati- God 
ll tude ; as the token and ſeal of God's mer 
cies to us in Chriſt? And do we uſe it hat 
0 as a means of grace, and of building our ſelve 
"i ſelves up in our moſt holy faith? mou! 


Thus it is we fhould draw nouriſhmentſ take 
from ſcripture, from ſermons, and from chriſ 
all kinds of religious inſtruction. And 1tY nem! 
we do not thus bring all we learn home toff iter. 
ourſelves, it will be no better to us than anf 

\ idle tale. If we had never fo exact a know- R 
( ledge of the way of ſalvation, and of allf aple 
| the points of chriſtian doctrine, it would ed, 

| be the ſame to-us as no knowledge ; it will 
lil! never bring us one jot nearer to God, and 
the chriſtian happineſs. The one thing ne- 
ceſſary is converſion ; and converſion comes by 
by ſelf-application ; I mean, as begun, and] 1 ſa 
carried on, by the holy ſpirit. = -£ 
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your hearts; and that is what I aim at. 


you the Catechiſm is divided into, is the 


271 


In this view then, I ſhall ſpeak to you 
for a few Sundays upon our Church Cate- 
hiſm. As I told you before, at this t me, 
ther to enforce than explain it. A word or 
wo in ſeaſon, if it pleaſes God, may reach 


The firſt of the five parts which I told 


chriſtian covenant. We are told, what is 
God's part of this Covenant, and what 1s 
ours. What he does, and will do for us, and 
what we engage on our parts to do for our- 
ſelves; or rather conſent, and deſire He 
ſhould do in us, Heb. viii. 10—12, God's 
part of this covenant 1s, that all who truly 
take upon themſelves the profeſſion of the 
chriſtian religion by baptiſm, are made 
members of Chriſt, children of God, and inhe- 
ritors of the kingdom of heaven. © 


Know for certain, that it 1s an unſpeak- 
able mercy of God to man, in his condemn- 
ed, fallen ſtate, thus to prevent him with 
his goodneſs. To offer kim a covenant of 
pence to forgive his ſins; to take us into 

imſelf by Chriſt; to make us his children 
by adoption, and heirs of everlaſting life. 
I ſay again, unſpeakably great is the mer- 
cy of God towards us! Indeed fo great as 


A 6 almoſt 


( 12 ] 
almoſt to ſtagger our belief of it. When 


we conſider our own unworthineſs, we can 


hardly perſuade ourſelves of the truth 0 
what is told us. But that it is fo, we may 
be fully aſſured by theſe plain ſcriptures, | 


amongſt many others Fer as the body 


is one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one 
bady ; ſo aijo is Chriſt ; for by one ſpirit we 
are all baptiſed into one body, 1 Cor. xii. 12, 
13. We are members of his body, of his fleſh, 
and of bis bones, Eph. v. 30. We are all the 
children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus; for 
as many of you as have been baptiſed into Cris, 
have put on Chriſt, Gal. iii. 26, 279. And 
if Children, then heirs, beirs of Gad, and 
Joint heirs with Chriſt, Rom. vil. 17. 


And the meaning of all ſuch expreſſions 
as theſe is, that we, who are by nature 
children of wrath; dead in treſpaſſes and 


fins; and utterly unable by any will or 


power of our own, to help ourſelves out of 


our wretched condition of weakneſs, car- 
ruption, and total alienation from the life 
of God; are by being taken into Chriſt, 
made partakers of his nature; as a limb, 
or member, has the ſame nature with, and 
is nouriſhed by, it's body, or a branch by 
the tree to which it belongs. God ſees us 

in 


 thedorgiveneſs of your fins.” 
can be a member of Christ in his natural 


[ 13 ] 
in Chriſt as parts, or members of his body 
or as he does Chriſt himſelf. And pro- 
nounces of the whole body — Chriſt the 
head, with all his members — This is my 
beloved ſon, in whom I am well. pleaſed. By 
virtue of our union with Chriſt, we ſtand 
before God clear of all blame; as children 
and ſervants of his family and kingdom; 
to have a new heavenly life and nature 
wrought into us by the in-dwelling of his 
ſpirit; to be enabled by continual Iupphes 
of his grace, to walk worthy of the vocation | 
wherewith we are called; Eph. iv. 1. and 
be made meet To be partakers of the inhe- 
ritance of the ſaints in light; Col. i. 12. 


Well then; is all this glad tidings ts 
your fainting ſoul? A welcome and ſea- 
fonable relief to you in your periſhing con- 
dition? And do you indeed value theſe pri- 
vileges more than all the world? Or are 
you careleſs and unawakened, and altoge- 
ther ignorant of theſe matters? Or do you 
reſolve to truſt to your baptiſm, though 
you neither cenſider the terms, nor look 
after the bleſſings, nor make good the en- 

agement of it? You ay, you are a mem- 
be of Chriſt. 2 you have received 

* „ 


Fer no man 


Nate, 


n 
ſtate, and with the guilt of his ſins upon 
him. But are you in him by a true and 


living faith; nouriſhed by him as a mem- 
ber of his body, and growing up in him 


into a new man? Was there ever a time 
when you came to him with hearty con- 
cern, or earneſt deſire for the remiſſion of 
your fins? And did you ever apply it to 
yourſelf, and beg of God to apply it to 
you ; as an ineſtimable mercy, and no- 


thing leſs than life from the dead? You 
ſay, you are a child of God. But is your 


heart towards God, as the heart of a lov- 
ing and obedient child is towards its fa- 


ther? defiring to pleafe him, fearing to 
offend him, and refigned to his will? 
You ſay, you are an inheritor of the king- 
dom of heaven. But 1s the bent of your 
deſire towards your heavenly inheritance ? 
Do you chuſe it for your portion? And 
reſolve, by the grace of God, to ſecure 
your title to it, whatever becomes of your 
concerns in this world. 


" Dearly beloved, juſt ſo far as we are 
acquainted with ſuch an inward work as 
this, will our baptiſm be a benefit and a 
bleſſing to us. But if we only learn the 
words of our Catechiſm when we are 
children; and foon forget it; and think 


(15 J 
no more of it; at leaſt not in the way I 
am ſhewing you; our baptiſm is no & 
tiſm, let us be baptiſed when we will; 
whether in our infancy, or at man's eſtate, 


unleſs we can be members of Chrift, chil 


dren of God, and inheritors of the king- 
dom of heaven, without knowing what it 
is to be fo, or ever concerning ourſelves 
about it; or at the fame time that we.are 


ſlaves of ſin, and have a heart for nothing 


, 


but the world. 


Learn then to apply the Catechiſm in this 
manner. Search the ſcriptures together 
with it. Think with yourſelves, that if 
you are not members of Chriſt, &c. by your 
own act and deed, and by a real covenant- 
ing with him, when you are of age for it, 
you are undone for ever. And then think 


with yourſelves, whether you are ſo now, 
or have any deſire to be ſo. And may 
God convince you of the greatneſs, and 
neceſſity, of the ſalvation offered you in 
Chriſt, and bleſs you in your endeavours 
of turning to him. 


L ETC T. 
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LEEF.Þ 


I Have told you that my deſign in ſpeaæk- 

ing to you upon the Church-Catechiſm, Kc 

is not only to explain it where it may be 

neceſſary, but chiefly to teach you how to 

apply it; and by means of it to bring the 

MAE betwixt God and your ſouls to lame 
ue. 


ll yourſelves with a vain bope of being chriſ- 

|| tans, or in a way to obtain the chriſtian 
ll reward ; when perhaps many of you do 
|| not ſo much as remember the words of this 
{| ſhort inſtruftiony or, if you do, content 
{| yourſelves with barely knowing it, with- 
| out bringing it home to yourſelves, and 
examining your conſciences by it. 


| 
| And I pray God you may not deceive 


Short as it is, let me tell you it contains 
matters of very high concernment to us; 
and therefore what we had need be well- 
grounded in; if we expect any benefit, or 
comfort from our religion. The chief 
points it offers to our conſideration and be- 
ber, are ſuch as the wiſeſt men upon earth 
could never have arrived to a > - 

01, 


(17 ] 

„ without the help of God. But what, 
aw they are revealed, all with his help 
nay, and upon the peril of their fouls 
mit, know; let them be never fo ſimple, 
Ind unearned. All conſiſts in a willing 
| well-difpoked mind; for Tuch God 
ümſelf will teach, by putting bis laws into 
wr winds, and writing them upon their 
warts, Heb. viii. 10. And if any are 
gnorant of what is neceſſary to ſalvation, 
yhen they have ſuch a teacher to go to; 
et them pretend what they will, there can 
de but one true reaſon for it, viz. That in 
he battom of their hearts, thet do not de- 
we the knowledge of his ways. 


The ſeveral parts into which the Cate- 
hiſm may be divided, are 1. The chriſtian 
dovenant. 2. The chriftian faith. 3. The 
brifttan obedience. 4. The chriſtian 
prayer. 5. The chriſtian. facramenrs, 


The firſt of thele is the chriſtian cove- 
ant. And God's part of this covenant 
ve are told is this — That all who truly 
ake upon themſelves the profeſſion of 
hriſt's religion in babtiſm, are members of 
briſt, children of God, inberitors of the king- 
lom of heaven. And if you remember 
what I told you of the great W 

| able 


| [ 28 ] 
abfe mercy of being taken into God's f | 
mily and kingdom, as well-beloved chi... ot 
dren; when we were dead in treſpaſſes a 
fins; members of the devil's kingdom; a 
could do nothing to help ourſelves in oꝗ , , 
{ad condition of miſery and corruption 
That by virtue of our union with Chrif 
we are partakers of his nature, of his lif 
holineſs and ſonſhip ; and looked upon 
God as ſuch; as parts, or members, « 
Chriſt's body, in whom he is well pleaſed 
I fay, if you rightly underſtand this, an 
eſpecially if God has given you the gradg.: 
to apply it, you will be diſpoſed and di 
ſirous to know what is your part of this c 
venant; and what you mult do to ſecuſf 
.your title to ſuch invaluable bleſſings. 


And for certain, our part of this bleſſe erlaſ 
covenant is no other than what is here to 
us, viz. That we are to renounce the devil a 
all his works; the pomps and vanities of th 
wicked world; and all the ſinful luſts of it 
fleſh : To believe all the articles of the cbriſti- 
| faith: To keep God's holy will and comma 

| ments, and to walk in the ſame all the dau 
if of our lives, — A ſhort word upon each q 
l | theſe heads, by way of explanation, mz 

| 

| 


be as much as is neceſſary. If the heart 
| ready, the underſtanding is ſoon informec 
5 g Bu 


[19 ] 
ut ſo long as that continues hardened,. or 
ow of belief, no inſtruction either of God 
man will take place. 
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1. We promiſe 10 renounce the devil and all 
ig works — That wicked ſpirit, whom the 
ripture calls the Prince, John xiv. 30. 
nd the God of this world, 2 Cor. iv. 4. Be- 
auſe this world, by the permiſſion of God, 
the place where he exerts his power and 


leaſec alice; and becauſe by the ſin of our firft 
Barents, he has gotten but too great a do- 
1 5 inion over the ſouls of men, and leads too 


amy of them captive at his will, 2 Tim. ii. 
6, — Together with the whole crew of 
allen angels, whom he drew after him in 
1s revolt, and rebellion againſt God. And 
ho, as St, Jude tells us, are reſerved in 
erlaſting chains under darkneſs, - unto the 
dement of the great day, ver. 6. From 
hence we learn, that there is a large com- 


his ce 
ſecu 


evil a 


of th = of wicked ſpirits, who are fallen from 
5 1 30d, and have loſt their happineſs for ever. 


a hat their particular crime was, I do not 
be 2,$29w that ſcripture any where informs us. 
ach ut we have reaſon to believe it was Pride, 
ach Þ\ caſting off their dependance upon God, 
Ind a 2 imagination to be great and 
yowerful, wiſe and happy in their own 
\Frength. This was actually the ſnare es 


_ * 


[20] 3 

laid for our firſt parents»—Ye foal! be And 
Gods, &c. Gen. iu. 5. He knew but toe reno: 
well how ſucceſsful an engine it would v*Wabho! 
to compaſs their ruin, and therefore proba-Wand : 
bly it was the fin by which he fell himſelf. 
And beſides, we know that nothing ſo fa 
tally ſeparates between God and the crea 
ture, as pride; I mean a proud conceit of 
our own ftrength, wiſdom, or righteouſneſs, 
And nothing can preſerve our union with 
God, or promote our return to him, bu 
humility. Let this be a warning to us; 
and keep us very low in our own eyes. But 
whatit concernsus more eſpecially to know 
of the devil, and his —_ is, firſt, that 
fin, perſiſted in, will as certainly ſeparate 
us for ever from God, as it has done them; 
and as certainly expoſe us to the ven- 
geanceof eternal fire. Secondly, that thei 
nature is ſo wholly changed from what it 
was, that inſtead of being good, and hap- 
Py, and glorious creatures, as they once 
were, they are now cruel and revengeful ; 
full of hatred, and ſpite, and malice to 
God, and to his whole creation, they take 
pleaſure in making fools and flaves of as 
many as they can. They employ all their 

pains, and ftrength, and ſubtlety, in de- 
ceiving and ruining mankind ; and in 4 
perpetual war againſt God and _ 


; [21 ] 
ud therefore we are under a neceſſity of 
or cnouncing either God or them. We 2 
bel _ their nature; dread their 
bai uard againſt their. wiles. If _ 
elf. = be the children of God, and heirs 
of his kingd — 2 we muſt be faithful in 


; 5 and ſubjection to him: 
fight 


manfully mo his, and 
our great enemies; and reſolve by the 
grace of God, to keep ourſelves at the 
greateſt diſtance from all thoſe accurſed 
tempers, which make thedevil what he is; 
are a preſent hell within us, and will be 
dur tormentors for ever: viz. pride, ma- 
lice, envy, revenge, lying, and evil-ſpeak- 

ing; from which laſt quality, if you do 
not know it, the devil has his name. For 
the word Devil ſignifies a ſlanderer, or evil 
ſpeaker. 


'2. We alſo promiſe to renounce the pomps 
md vanities of this wicked world. And, 


briefly what I think we are to underſtand 
by theſe expreſſions, 


The . 


. 1 Johav. 19, That is to ſay, as the 


nerality of thoſe who live in Weasel 
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ful purſuits ; or greedy of what they call 
the good tEings of it; making them the 
chiet end and aim of their living ; getting 
them too often by unlawful methods ; or 


however ſpending all their time and pain: 3. 
about them, ſo as to be forgetful of theirM acco! 
eternal intereſt, and the great end of theii in ſc 
creation. And the things of this world man 
great abundance of the convenience body 
of life; its riches, honours, and plea-WMf as d 
ſures, are ſtiled pomps and vanities ;, as hav-W whic 
ing a gaudy appearance, dazling the ſenſes and | 
and looking fair to eyes of fleſh and blood i creat 
But without any real worth and goodneſs in corru 
them; contributing nothing to the true tinue 
happineſs of man; but for the moſt part deſire 
hiding it from him, and depriving him off tendi 
it. And therefore to be ſuſpected; deſir 
ed with moderation; and uſed with cau At 
tion. As having a fatal tendency to ſteal be re 
away the heart, and draw off our affectionideſcr 
from God. e all th 
I diſple 

In this ſenſe, therefore, the world is tall ſoul. 
be renounced, deſpiſed, dreaded, abi ende: 
horred that is, all ſuch thoughts con man 


cerning it, ways of uſing it, or living ii cry r 
it, as may any ways hinder, prejudice; oi from 
ruin our future happineſs. The foundayf natio 
tion of which, according to the whole te God, 
88 nog 


[23] 
nor of ſcripture, muſt neceſſarily be laid 
here, in ſuch holy affections as are ſuitable 


ting toit. | 
ot fl 

ains 3. By the Fleſb, you are to underſtand, 
heit according to the general uſe of that word 
heit in ſcripture, the old man; the natural 
2r1ld, man ; the whole nature of man, foul and 
ncei body, in his preſent degenerate, fallen ſtate, 
lea as deſpoiled of the image of God, in 


which he was made ; as turned from God, 
and giving the ſtrength of his heart to the 
creatures; darkened in his underſtanding, 
corrupt in his will; and ſo long as he con- 
tinues turned from God in the bent of his 4 
deſires and affections, neceſſarily ſinful; and 1 
tending only to miſery. [See Dr. Bray.] 
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And the Fleſb, with its /finful luſts, is to , 
be renounced; that is to ſay, the ſtate here 
deſcribed, and continuance in it, is above 
all things in the world to be dreaded; as 
diſpleafing to God, and the death of the 
foul. And the ſingle aim, ' earneſt deſire, 
endeavour, and application of the whole 
man is to be turned againſt it, and a ſtrong 
cry raiſed in the heart after deliverance 
from it ; with a full purpoſe and determi- 
nation to put ourſelves into the hands of 
God, to be purged and ſanctified. That 
h139 . ſo 
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ſo being renewed in the ſpirit of our mind, 
Eph. tv. 23. and recovering in ſome good 
degree the original perfection of our nz 
ture; that 1s, being turned in the bent and 
inclination of the ſoul to God, we may 
be qualified to enjoy him, by firſt making 
him our choice. Which cannot otherwiſe 
be. For happineſs of any kind undefired, 
is impoſſible, and a contradiction in na- 
ture, 


We alſo promiſe to believe all the articles 
of the chriſtian faith, and to keep God's 
holy will and commandments, and walk in 
the ſame all the days of our life. But theſe 
will be conſidered when we come to ſpeak 
of the chriſtian faith, and chriſtian obed;+ 


And I ſhould now, according to my pro- 
poſed method, teach you how to apply 
what has been faid at this time; and ex- 
hort you to bring it home to yourſelves, 
by turning it into ſo many heads of ſelf- 
examination. But this will be the buſineſs 
of another Lord's day. 


In the mean time conſider what has 
been ſaid. Think of theſe things with 
that ſeriouſneſs, which your great con- 

IK cern 


1251 
cern in them demands of you, from this 
moment to the laſt hour of your breath. 


Judge of your religious ſtate, by your 
willingneſs to be inſtructed, and real deſire 
to profit what you hear. And the Lord 


give you underſtanding in all things. 


* 
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LECT. III. 


1 HE Church - Catechiſm having in- 
ſtructed us in the nature of the 
Chriſtian covenant; the great bleſſings made 
over to us in it on God's part; and the en- 
gagements we bring ourſelves under on 
ours; calls upon us in the next place to 
bethink ourſelves, whether we do indeed 
_ purpoſe to fulfil theſe engagements, and to 
act ſuitably to ſo great a mercy——in this 
home queſtion * anſwer. 


Q. Doſft thou not think that thou art bound 


to believe, and do as they have promiſed fer 
thee ? 


A. Yes verily; and by God's help, fo 1 
will, ind I heartily thank our heavenly 
Father that he hath called me to this ſtate of 
ſalvation, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 
And I pray unto God to give me his grace 


that I may continue in the ſame unto my 
life's end. 


Here 1s nothing to be explained : but 
a great deal to be conſidered, and well ap- 
; | plied, 


3 

plied. This is all heart-work. It is the 
will that muſt do all here. If we have 
never ſo great a knowledge of our reli- 
gion, we can only mock God, and cheat 
durſelves with an empty profeſſion, till our 
wills and affections are brought over to 
him. But if any man deſires to know his 
will, that he may do it, the ſpirit of God 
vill take him in hand, and work with him 
in the right place; 1 mean in the depth 
of his heart; where only the knowledge 


of God and divine things, can do him 
any good, 


Take eſpecial notice then,—for I ſpeak 
it with great confidence—that poverty, or a 


o the true Chriſtian knowledge. Many, 
it is true, are ſadly ignorant of what it con- 


fo T eerns them above all things in the world 
venly Ito know. But then it is becauſe all is 
te of cold and dead within them. Their hearts 
iour. 


are averſe to it; their affections, and tleir 
hole ſoul is otherwiſe engaged. If the 
vere but as inquiſitive about their everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, and as willing to know 
he way to heaven, as they are to thrive 
but nd proſper in the world, they might ſoon 


Il ap- pe wiſe unto ſalvation. 


lied, B 2 Do 


low and laborious ſtation of life, is no bar 
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Do not then put all from you, and 


glve up your title to the precious mercies as 
of God, by ſaying that you are poor and bre- 
unlearned. You can know as much as is 
neceſſary, if God can make you to know it. 7 
Read what St. Paul and St. James ſay of — 
God's calling and choice of the poor of hes 
this world; and let it forever ſtop your ay) 
mouths, 1 Cor. i. 26—31. Jam. ii. 5. Do ©? 
you who ſay this, uſe the means of know. 975 
ing; and take the ſame pains to do it, a © q 
you would in a matter which you thought ©” q 
very nearly concerned you? Do you ad ©” 
viſe with your miniſter ? Do you think hip 
much, and with great concern of your ſoul 3 
Do you make a conſcience of profiting by 7 
all you read, or hear? Lay your Rani 269 
upon your heart, and ſee what you have op 
done, or are doing in this great and weigh- 180 
ly ty buſineſs of your eternal ſalvation, be. 2 
\ tore you charge God fooliſhly. _ _ 
# Indeed, my friends, the ſimple turning drer 
of the heart to God is all in all. And this 
4 with the help afforded to all, is as much i 
h the power of one man as another, let thei our 
ation inthe world, and knowledge in otheſ in' 
| reſpects, be what it will. And this turning an 
1 of the heart and will to God, wherever it 1s 2 
| real, brings God with all his power and love wy 
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into every ſoul of man; by as certain and na- 
tural a working, as the milk flows from the 


breaſt into the mouth of a child. 


Yes verily; and by God's help ſe J will. 
—Are you then indeed come thus far on 
your way? Do you ſincerely purpoſe and 
reſolve with the help of God to believe 
and do, if they had not promiſed for trek 
mothers promiſed for you in your 
tiſm; and what you are bound to believe 
and do, if they had not promiſed for you; 
and what for certain you muſt do, if ever 
you be partakers of God's mercies in 
Chriſt? Or, do you hear theſe queſtions 
and anſwers, which in few words ſet be- 
fore us the nature of the Chriſtian cove- 
nant=—the privileges of a Chriſtian on 
the one hand, and his duty on the other 
—with as little thought, and underſtand- 
ing, and true concern for yourſelves, 'as 


you repeated them when you were chil- 
dren ? | | 


— — 


I know it ſticks with many, to ſay, as 
our church does, that children are regene- 
rated with the holy ſpirit, and born again 
in baptiſm. I have no deſire to unſettle 
you in this point, as you will perceive be- 
fore I have finiſhed theſe Lectures. But 
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let this be as it will, we may bring the 
matter to a ſpeedy iſſue with ourſelves, 
Whoever they are, who do not faithfully, 
and underſtandingly ratify this covenant 
in their own perſons; and anſwer to the 
whole, and every part of it——Y7es verily ; 
and by God's help jo I will—their baptiſm 
is no baptifm. They are yet in their ſins, 
It can avail them nothing to have been 
once the children of God, if by their in- 
difference they ſince make it appear, that 
they ſet no value upon fo glorious and 
happy a diſtinction. 


Underſtand me well. I do not ſpeak 
only of the vileſt of mankind ; adulterers, 
fornicators, thieves, drunkards, common 
ſwearers, &c. ſuch as have caſt off all 
ſhame and fear, and have their fins writ- 
ten in their foreheads. But whoever they 
are, who have little or no concern about 
their intereſt in Chriſt; and do not cloſe 
heartily with him for all his benefits, from 
a deep conviction of their want of him: 
If they have had no experience of a 
working-time with God in the depth of 
their fouls; and were never inwardly 
ſtirred up to call upon the name of the 
Lord, and lay hold of the falvation he 
offers them; if they have no ſuch ſenſe * 

the 
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the evil of their ſtate and nature, as to de- 
fire earneſtly to be delivered from it, and 
reſolve to put themſelves into the hands of 
God for that purpoſe, and to do all in 
their power to help forward their recove- 
ry;—let them be what they will in other 
reſpects, they are only children of th s 
world; they walk on ſtill in darkneſs ; 


are ſtill in the fleſh, and cannot pleaſe God, 
Rom. viii. 8. 


Brethren, here it is we ſhould try our- 
ſelves. This is the ſea- ching, convincing; 
point. Religion is an inward work v? 
God upon the ſoul, diſtinctly known and 


| felt. And whatever comes ſhort of this, 


leaves us in the darkneſs and deadneſs of 
our natural ſtate. It is true, inſiſting upon 
real, inward converſion by the power ot 
God, always did, and always will, give 
offence z eſpecially to thoſe who have a 
fairer outſide than others; and if they have 
no groſs ſins appearing in the life, think 
nothing of fin in the heart. Which 1s by 
far the moſt dangerous, as being the hard- 
eſt to be known ; what we are unwilling 


to know; and more lo to have removed. 


But 1 muſt ſpeak, whether you will hear, 


or whether you will forbear. I know that 
| B 4 goſpel- 
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8 is troubleſome at the firſt. 
It pinches cloſe; and frets our ſpirits; 
and bears hard upon our pride. And, if 
ever it does its work, muſt turn all up- 
fide down within us. And if what I fay 
to you, both now and at other times, was 
to give you no diſturbance, I ſhould con- 
clude at once that I was falſe to my office 
among you, and guilty of keeping back 
the truth. I will ſpeak it again; it is no 
I more than what this anſwer of our Church- 
\ Catechiſm gives occaſion for; and who 
Wl knows bat God may ſpeak too ? 


i What then does thy heart ſay? Is it the 
iaward thought of thy heart, that thou art 
W bound, as ever thou wilt anſwer it to thy 
ſoul, to beheve and do theſe things ? To 
believe that God is thy Father; Chriſt thy 
Redeemer; and the Holy Ghoſt thy Guide 
and Sanctifier? Doſt thou purpoſe, as in 
the preſence of God, to keep his holy will 
and commandments, as revealed to thee 
in ſcripture ? Does the ſtate of ſalvation, 
which thou art called to through Jeſus 
Chriſt, appear to thee to be ſo ſeaſonable a 
relief, and ſo neceſſary for thee in thy fal- 
len, ſinful, helpleſs condition; that thou 


doſt clearly reſolve for the ſake of it zo re- 
nounce 


.. 


nounce the Devil and all his works, the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world, and all the 
fenful luſts of the fleſh ;, that is, to dread, 
hate, and diſpiſe every thing that wou'd 
turn thee from God, and ſteal away thy 
heart and affections, and hinder thee from 
attaining to his grace and mercy in Chriſt ? 
And doft thou heartily thank God for 
calling thee to this ſtate of ſalvation ? 
And pray for grace to continue 1n 1t unto 
thy lite's end; ſo as thou doſt wiſh and 
pray for nothing elſe ; as knowing that it 
is the one thing neceſſary ; all that God 
can do for thee, and all that thou ſhou'dſt 
deſire for thyſelf ; and that if thou doſt 


the come ſhort of it, thou art undone for 
art ever ? 


hy 

To See then what anſwer you can make to 
hy theſe things. Conſider what it is which 
de our Church requires of all its members. 
in Not an outward form, but a real, inward 


rill working towards a thorough change of 
lee heart and life. Being turned in the bent 


n, of our hearts towards God. And ſo per- 
us ſuaded of our want of Chriſt, and of 
a God's covenant of peace in him; as that 
al- when it is offered to our choice, and we 


are required to anſwer whether we will ac- 
B 5 cept 
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cept it, or no, and do every thing on our 
part to ſecure our intereſt in it; we may 


ſay boldly, and with a thankful heart. 
Yes verily , and by God's help ſo I will. 


And may God bring you to this reſolu- 
tion, and enable you to keep it. 


LECT. 


n our 
may 


—— 


ſolu- 


the Chriſtian faith; contained in the Apoſ- 
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LECT. I. 


HE ſecond of the five parts into 
which the Catechiſm 1s divided, 1s 


les Creed. So called not becauſe it was 
compoſed, or drawn up in its preſent form 
by the apoſtles themſelves ; but becauſe it 
is a ſummary of the doctrine they taught; 
and contains in a ſhort compaſs all that is 
neceſſary to be believed. For herein we 
learn, 1. To believe in God the Father ; who 
mod? us and all the world. 2. In God the 3 
Sen; who redeemed us and all mankind. 3. 7 
In God the Holy Ghoſt ; who ſantiifieth us, : 
and all the elect people of God. 38 


Theſe particulars rightly underſtood, 60 
thoroughly believed, and well applied, 4 
are, in the judgment of our church, the | 
lum of the Chriſtian faith, and ſufficient 
tor every one's ſalvation. Without this 
belief, there is no being a Chriſtian. More 
than this we need not; and leſs, the mean- 
eſt muſt not have. | 


B 6 
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If then you are ignorant of theſe great 
points of Chriſtian belief; and find in 
yourſelves no deſire to be well-grounded 
in them; do not deceive yourſelves. The 


fault is in your wills: and your ignorance 
1s criminal in the fight of God, 


I. The firſt great article of the Creed, 
is belief in God: in two reſpects. 1. As 
the Maker of the world, and all things in it. 
2. As the Father. The firſt of theſe is 
common to all mankind ; Heathens, Jews, 
and Chriſtians. The ſecond is revealed to 
Chriſtians. And the revelation of God to 
them under the character of a Father; as 
it is expreſſive of the duty and love they 
owe him; ſo it is their peculiar privilege; 
their joy and triumph; the ſupport and 
comfort of their lives, Rom. v. 11. 


The firſt of theſe, viz. That God is tbe 
Maker of the world, and of all things in it, is 


common, | ſay, to all mankind. They have 


an unavoidable ſenſe of it upon their minds; 
by tradition from our laſt parents, and 
natural apprehenſion; confirmed more- 
over by their own reaſon. The frame of 
the world; the ſtructure of our bodies; 
the groth of the leaſt pile of graſs; the 
regular return of the ſeaſons, ſummer and 

winter, 


e222 K 


all are alike perſuaded of it; learned 


191 


winter, ſeed time and harveſt; the reaſon- 
able ſoul within us; every thing about us, 
and belonging to us; done for us, and in 
us; brings in ſuch ſtrong and plain evi- 
dence of an all- powerful, and wiſe God, 
who made and governs the world; that 


and unlearned, the higheſt and the loweſt. 
All believe with as much certainty, and 
fullneſs of conviction, that they have their 
life and being, and the ſupport of it from 
God, as that they live and move at all. 
And accordingly all the nations of the earth 
have always agreed in acknowledging the 
being and providence of God; the ho- 
my they owe him, and their dependence 
on him, by ſome kind of religious wor- 


ſhip. 


But then here manifeſtly comes in a very 
wide difference. For beſides that the hea- 
thens had a multitude of gods; gods 
many, and lords many, as St. Paul lays, 
1 Cor. viii. 5. and worſhiped the work 
of men's hands, wood and ſtone. I ſay, 
beſides this groſs idolatry, with which man- 
kind was almoſt univerſally infected be- 
tore the coming of Chriſt ; and we of this, 
nation as much as any ; the worſhip they 
paid their gods, was only upon a world- 


ly | 
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ly account; for temporal bleſſings; out- 
ward plenty and proſperity. As our Sa- 
viour. himſelf plainly intimates, Matt. vi. 
32. when he ſays, of all theſe things do 
the Gentiles ſeek : meaning, that they look- 
ed for nothing elſe from the hands of their 
ods but worldly things; that it was the 
urthen of all their prayers, and addreſſes 
to them ; that they had no ſenſe of the 
darkneſs that was upon their minds; or 
deſire of being made partakers of the di- 
vine nature, by knowing and being known 
of God as the God and father of their 
wy ſpirits, 


2. Whereas 1n the Chriſtian revelation 
God offers himſelf to be known and re- 
ceived by mankindunderthe title and rela- 
tion of a father ; the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: And in Him of a ſpiritual 
race of children; begotten again to a lively 
hope by the reſurrettion of Chriſt from the 
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
ſerved in heaven for them, obo are kept 
the power of God through faith unto ſalva- 
tion, 1 Pet. i. 33. Redeemed from the 
vanity of a mere worldly life; giving all di- 
ligence to make their calling and election ſure, 
by eſcaping the corruption that is in the world 
through 
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through luſt, 2 Pet. i. 10. and worſhipping 
God in ſpirit and in truth, Joh. iv. 24. 
That is, with the heart, by his ſpirit, for 
ſpiritual bleſſings, 


And as this is ſo glorious, and comfort- 
able an article of our faith; and fo neceſ- 


| fary a diſtinction of a Chriſtian, that with- 


out it we are no better than heathens, 
whatever we may think of ourſelves; let 
us now fee how we ſhould conſider, and 
apply it; and judge of ourſelves by it. 


St. Paul, Rom. viii. 15. ſpeaking of the 
difference of Chriſtians from what they 
were in their former, unconverted ſtate, 
makes it to conſiſt chiefly in this ; that 
they had received the ſpirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba Father. And again, 
Gal. iv. 5, 6, 7. he lays it down as the 
great point, and principal end of redemp- 
tion that we can now call God, father, by 
the ſpirit af his ſon given into our hearts. 
For ſonſhip implies al; favour, and protec- 
tion, and ſupport. And by being taken 
into the ſtate of children, we become heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, Rom. 
vill. 17. Being ſealed with the holy ſpirit of 
promiſe, which is the earneſt of our inberi- 
tance, Eph. i. 13, 14. 5 

0 
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Do you then thus believe in God the 
father ? That he is your God and father 
in Chriſt? He is your maker and father 
by creation; and ſo by neceſſity. But have 
you taken him for your father by your 
own free choice ? Do you rejoice in him as 
ſuch; reſt in him, and make him your 
bleſſedneſs, and final end? Is the offer 
which the Lord almighty makes you, of 
being your father, of walking and dwelling 
in you, and taking you for his ſous and daugh- 
ters, 2 Cor. vi. 16, 18. ſo precious to you 
that you prize it above all the world, 
and think it the great previlege, and ne- 
ceſſary conſequence of your high calling in 
Chriſt; to have the ſpirit itſelf bear witneſs 
with your ſpirit, that you are the children 
of God? Rom. viii. 16. Firſt by his 
grace and mercy; that you may be ſo by 
ſimilitude of nature; and a new creation 
to his image in righteouſneſs and true ho- 
lineſs, 


Thus, I ſay, we ſhou'd think of this 
article of our creed; and judge of our re- 
ligious ſtate according to our inward ſenſe 
and belief of it. For God is either a re- 
conciled father in Chriſt; or out of him a 
conſuming fire. And we muſt either walk 
before God as dear children 1n love, believ- 


ing 
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ing and rejoicing in our adoption; or 
groundleſly preſume upon his mercy ;. or 
be under a continual dread of his juſtice. 
The firſt of theſe is the Chriſtian ſtate ; the 
ſecond is a ſtate of dangerous, carnal ſecu- 
rity ; the laſt is a laviſh ſtate, full of fears 
and terrors ; and, if we think of God at all, 
| will deſtroy the comfort of our lives. 


Know then the mighty bleſſing of be- 
ing able to call God, Father. And that 
not receiving him into our hearts, as ſuch; 
freely reconciled to us; no longer en- 
tering into judgment with us; and waiting 
| to fill us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
Chriſt, is the ſame thing in ſcripture ac- 
count, Eph. ii. 12, as being without God 
in the world, | 


It is true he is the common friend and 
father of the univerſe : He ſendeth rain 
on the juſt, and on the unjuſt ; and doth 
ood to the evil, and unthankful. But 
e therefore loads us with his benefits in 
this life, and does good to our bodies, that 
we might ſeek him in a better capacity, 
if haply we might feel after bim and find 
bim; that is to ſay, in his gracious pre- 
ſence in our ſouls. Compare Acts xiv. 17. 

XVII. 
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xvii. 27. And [ we Ls worſhip him 
as the God of our bodies, who giveth rain 
and fruitful ſeaſons; he is ſtill an un- 
known God to us. We do not yet knoy 
him in the way he deſires to be known of 
us; and in which alone he can be our God 
to all eternity. 


Whenever then you repeat this article 
of your Creed, remember to preſs it upon 
our minds in ſome ſuch manner as this, 
s God my father? Does he take me into 
his family, and treat me as a beloved 
child? This is mercy inexpreſſible to cor- 
rupt, undone creatures; who were alienat- 
ed from him, and in a rebellion againſt him, 
May I never be ſo fooliſh as to neglect my 
title to it! But then I know if God haz 
the heart of a father towards me, it is that 
I may have the heart of a child tqwards 
him; that I may love and fear him, and 
reſign myſelf wholly to his pleaſure in 
all things. And if I neither am, nor 
deſire to be thus affected towards him, 1 
mock him, when I call him my father; 
and ſet no value upon my being his ſon, 

and an heir of God through Chriſt, 


I ſay, 
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I fay, for the love of God bring all 
home to yourſelves. Do not always go 
on in a careleſs way. Do not live and die, 
in the utter neglect of what ſo greatly con- 
cerns you. Is all within you ready to 
bleſs and praiſe God for the great love 
wherewith 1 loved you ? Eph. ii. 4. Do 


you rejoice in the ſenſe of his love? Rom. 


v. 11. And feel fo much of it in your- 
ſelf as to know that it is more to be 
valued than thouſands of gold and ſilver? 
Then you are happy; then you are a 
Chriſtian ; then zhe earneſt of the ſpirit is 
given into your heart, 2 Cor. i. 29. And 
you are ſealed unto the day of redemption, 
Eph. iv. 30. 


On the other hand, whoever they are 
who have cold and lifeleſs notions of this 
great article of our faith; if they make 
no account of having God for their fa- 
ther ; or at the beſt think more of him as 
the God of their bodies than of their 
ſouls, and of their father which is in hea- 
ven; where their treaſure and inheritance 
is, and where their hearts ſhould be; 
they are not Chriſtians,; they are not yet 
in Chriſt. For all who are fo 7% God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chris 

| | Eph. 
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Eph. i. g. rejoice in their ſonſhip; and 
long to know and love God more and 
more. 


May God bring us to his ſon; that 
he may bring us again to God, waſhed 
in his blood; and reveal him to. our 
hearts, as a gracious, reconciled father, 
Mat, xi. 27, 


and 
and 


that 
ſhed 
our 
her, 
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UR church ſums up the apoſtles 
creed in theſe three articles. 1. Be- 
lief in God the Father, and maker of heaven 
and earth. 2. In God the Son, the Redeem- 
er of all mankind, 3. In God the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Sanfifier of all the elect people of 
God. The belief of theſe points is ſo ne- 


ceſſary, that it is a vain thing to think of 
being a Chriſtian without them. 


And by the belief of theſe articles, I do 
not mean barely repeating, or aſſenting to 
them; and ſo thinking no more of the 
great concern we have in them. But re- 
ceiving them into our hearts; living under 
a conſtant, habitual ſenſe of them; bein 
ſo perſuaded of the will of God for the ſal- 
vation of all, and every one of us in parti- 
cular, according to the glorious goſpel of 
Chriſt, as to reſt our ſouls upon it; to 
look for our great comfort from it; and 


pray continually for our eſtabliſnment, and 
increaſe in it. 


The firſt of theſe, viz. belief in God the 
Father, I have already ſpoken to, and am 


now 
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now to ſpeak of; the other two, viz. belief 
in God the Son, the Redeemer uf all man- 
kind; and in God the Holy Ghoſt, the Sanctiſier 
F all the eleft people of God. 


II. When therefore you hear that God 
the Son redeemed you, and all mankind; think 
thus with yourſelf — What was the ſtate 
and condition of miankind to require ſuch 
a redemption? How did Chriſt redeem 
me, and all mankind ? And what muſt I 
do to be a partaker of his redemption ? 


1. In anſwer to the firſt of theſe—The 
ſtate and condition of mankind was ſinful , 
yea they were dead in treſſpaſſes and fins, 
Eph. ii. 1, 5. The firſt man by ſinning 
loft that image of God in which he was 
created; from that moment his true life 
departed from him. And he begat his 
children in his own likeneſs, Gen. v. 3. That 
1s, in his own fallen likeneſs of miſery and 
corruption. Inſomuch that naturally they 
have neither the power nor the will to re- 
ſtore themſelves to their firſt happy ſtate 
in God. And this is to be underſtood not 
only of ſome few of the worſt of man- 
kind, but of all in general. All without 
exception are conceived, and born in ſin, 
Pf. ii. 5. Rom. v. 12—19. 1 Cor. xv. 22. 


Jo. 
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fo. ii. 6. And in their natural ſtate, with- 
out God in the world, Eph. ii. 12. Let 
their outward converſation b= what it will; 
though they are e orderly, 
and civil in their behaviour towards others; 
whatever degree of credit they may live in; 
whatever they may think of themſelves ; 
they have an evil heart, and an evil nature. 
For that which is born of the fiſh i: ed, 
Jo. iti. 6. and nothing elſe ; miſerably 
weak and corrupt; deltitute of all true 
ſpiritualfeeling, and does not ſeek after God. 
And therefore they that are in the fleſh, as 
every unregenerate ſon of Adam is, cannot 
pleaſe God, Rom. vin. 8. 


Look well to your ſenſe and belief of 
this matter. For if you are not ground- 
ed in the notion of a Fall; fo as to know 
from your own experience, that one man 
is as truly in it as another; you will nei- 
ther underſtand the goſpel, nor put in 
heartily for your ſhare of the redemption 
that is in Chriſt. For, 


2. We have redemption through his Blood, 
eren the forgivenſs of our fins, Eph. i. 7. 
Col. 1 14. Obſerve it well. This I ſay, 
s the manner of our Redemption; even 
he forgiveneſs of our ſins. Which does 


NO 


ing ſaved, that is, reſtored 1 
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not only imply the forgiveneſs of all ſins to 
all men; but the neceſſity of < y man's be. 


favour of 
God, and the hope of eternal life, by an a& 
of forgiveneſs on God's part. Chriſt ac- 
cording to the will of God, and by his own 


free oblation of himſelf, gave himſelf up 


to death that we might be reconciled to Gad 
by the Croſs, Eph ii. 16. and be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21, 
And he did not ſhed his moſt precious 
blood upon the croſs for the great ſins of 
ſome; and the ſmall, trifling ſins of others; 
but for ſuch fin in all as deſerved God's 
wrath and damnation, [Art. 11.] 


3. So that if ever we be partakers of the 
redemption that is by Chriſt, we muſt firſt 
pronounce the ſentence of condemnation 
upon ourſelves ; abhor, and caſt from us 
for ever all thought of our worthineſs, 
and even harmleſſneſs; and receive our 
whole ſalvation from firſt to laſt by faith, 
as the grace and gift of God to every man; 
which no man upon earth could ever attain 
to by any natural power of working, or 
righteouſnels of his own ; * and ne 

W 


* Before this expr-flion is condemned as too harſh 
by any believer of Scripture, I would recommend * 
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which the beſt of men are but juſt ſaints 
enough to be undone, 


III. But then as Chriſt by his death 
hath delivered us from the wrath of God, 
and blotted out the hand-writing that was 
againſt us, Col. ii. 14. ſo to crown all, and 
complete our faith in the Trinity of per- 
ſons in the Godhead; each performing 
their ſeveral parts in the work of man's 
redemption ; we alſo profeſs to believe in 
God the Holy Ghoſt, who ſantlifieth us, and 
all the eleft people of God. For, Chriſt re- 
deemed us from all iniquity From the 


his very attentive conſiderstion the important leſion 
of inſtruction, held forth in the ſtory and character 
of Job. That he was a perfon of extraordinary vir- 
tue is undeniable, The reality of it muſt be taken 
for granted, as the ground-Work of the ps conclu- 
fion to be drawn from it. But then he had an undue 
opinion of his own righteouſneſs. And it is very evi- 
dent to me, that the one, ping ſcope of the Book, 
is concurrence with all ſcripture, in which there 
is a ſurprizing unity of deſign, is to ſhow him to 
us humbled, and ſelf condemned ; in that remarka- 
ble confeſſion, which caſts ſo ſtrong a light upon the 
book; and draws the whole of it to a point; and is 
enough to ſtrike terror into every ſoul of man, viz. 
1 abhor myſelf, and repent in duft and aſhes, chap. xlii. 
6,-And the reflection ariſing from it is this; where is 
the man that can ſtand upon his ſaintſhip with God ? 
or be excuſed from the neceſlity of ſelf-abaſement, 
and ſelf-condemnation, 1 could not ? 


charge 
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charge of ſin ſtanding in full force againſt 
us in our unredeemed ſtate——that he 
might purify to himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works, Tit. ii. 14. We 
are choſen in him to ſonſhip, and a ſtate 
of grace, that we might be partakers of 
the divine nature, by _- operation and in- 
dwelling of his ſpirit. Whoſe office it is 
to convince the world — the whole world 
—of fin, Jo. xvi. 8. And by that con- 
viction to bring them to God, by Chriſt, 
for forgiveneſs; and work in them all 
thoſe holy tempers, which make up the 
new man of the Goſpel; humility, meek- 
neſs, patience, purity of heart, and the 
love of God and man, 


And thus it is that the Holy Ghoſt is 
our comforter, and the Lord and giver of 
lfe. Theſe are the things which muſt re- 
new our ſpirits; and make us meet to be 
pariakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light, Col. i. 12. This is the peculiar pri- 
vilege, and great promiſe of the goſpel 
times; and probably what our Saviour had 
an eye to, when he ſaid, He that is laft 


in the kingdom of heaven in the Goſpel 


ſtate, or diſpenſation of the ſpirit 1 
greater than John the Baptiſt, Matt. xi. 11. 
who did not live to fee it tale place. Com- 


pare 
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Pare Lu. x. 24. Jo. v. 20. vii. 30. xiv. 12. 
And whoever comes to Chriſt with any 
other belief or expectation, than to be 
made holy by him, and raiſed by his ſpi- 
rit to newneſs of life, his belief is vain; 
he does nothing but trifle with God, and 
his own ſoul; ſin never was a burthen to 
him; and not being felt as ſuch, never 
was repented of; and without repentance 
there can be no true faith in Chriſt, 
But though we believe that holineſs is 
a neceſſary part of our ſalvation ; and that 
our ſanctification is altogether by the pow-_ 
er of the Holy Ghoſt; yet we do not ſo 
account of that holinef,, whatever it is; 
when we have done all we can, and the 
very beſt we can, and God has done all 
that he ever will do for us, and in us; 
as to make it the ground of our accept- 
ance to the reward of eternal life. For 
Chriſt alone, who is the Lord our rigbte- 
ouſneſs, Jer. xxxiii. 16. has merited this 
for us. And if ever we be found of God 
in peace, without ſpot and blemiſh, 2 Pet. 
Iii. 14. it muſt be by being found in bim; 
not having—not truſting in—our own righ- 
teouſneſs; but that which is through the 
faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is 
of God by faith, Phil. iii. 9. who beſt 
C 2 knows 
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knows what our righteouſneſs is; and that 
man 1s capable "is no reward, till he has 
humility enough to diſclaim all merit in 
lumielf ; and renounce the wretched folly 
of bringing God, as it were, to a reckon- 
ing with him. God can only make him- 
ſelf a debtor to his own promiſe. And 
he promiſe is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt to them 
al believe, the ſcripture having concluded 
oll under fin, Gal. int. 22. And that not 
without reaſon, moſt certainly, becauſe all 
ale finners. And therefore it is well for 
the unmeriting, ſinful creature Man, that 
he has the ſecurity of God's infallible pro- 
mile for his everlaſting happineſs. See 
Rom. iv. 16. 


Now then, conſider as in the preſence 
of God What are theſe things to us? 
examine yourſelves whether you be in this 
bleſſed faith of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt ; three perſons and one God ? ever 
working with unwearied patience, and 
univerſal love, for the ſalvation and reco- 
very of fallen mankind ? What has our 
belief done for us? Is it in the head, or in 
the heart ? Is it a living, or dead faith ? 
Is the love of Ged ſhed abroad in our hearts? 
Rom. v. 5. Is God indeed our father; the 
Son our redeemer; and the Holy Ghoſt 

our 
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our ſandtiſier? And do we clearly reſolve 
in the power of almighty grace, 10 count 
all things but dung that we may win Chriſt ? 
Phil. iii. 8. Or are we careleſs, impeni- 
tent, ſleeping worldings ? outwardly pro- 
| feſſing the religion of Chriſt, and offer- 
ing up our prayers in his name; but te- 
fuling to admit him, with his ever bleſſed 
[8 
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ſpirit, into our hearts; and framing ex- 
cuſes to ourſelves for not coming in upon 
2 his call ? | 


oy 
7% 
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1 I ſay again, examine yourſelves con- 
1 cerning the great ſalvation of the Goſpel; 
| and fee whether you apply it to your 
ſouls; ſo as to live in the comfort or 
itz and rejoice with exceeding great joy 
becauſe of it, as the wiſe men from the 
eaſt did, when they bad found the child Je- 
ſus, Matt. ji. 10, For we muſt either 
magnify the Lord for his mercies, and re- 
joice in God our Saviour, Luk. i. 46, 47. 
or at leaſt be inwardly ſtirred up to ſeek 
after him by Chriſt, before we can have 
hope toward God. And if we are doing 
neither of theſe, let us not think that any 
kind of outward life will be accounted to 
us for righteouſneſs. 


C 3 Go 
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Go on no longer in this common mi- 
flake. Search the ſcriptures daily to ſee whe- 
ider theſe things are ſo, Acts xvii. 11. Give 
your hearts to God in the reading of them, 
with earneſt deſire to have them opened 
to you, And if they do not reveal God 
to you, as your Father; the Son, as your 
Redeemer z the Holy Ghoſt, as your Sanc- 
_4ifier; if they do not bring you to this 
confeſſion and belief; then judge thoſe as 
ſeverely as you pleaſe, who declare theſe 
things to you as the burthen of all ſcrip- 
ture, But this I am perſuaded you will 
not do, if you ſearch it in ſincerity; and 
give way to the diſcoveries it makes to 
you to God and yourſelves; and bring 
your hearts to be tried by it. 


As for the other articles of the Apaſ- 
tles creed, they are ſo contained in theſe 
three principal ones, that if once we are 
well-grounded in them, we ſhall of courſe 
live and die in the belief, practice, and 
comfort of all the reſt. 


The Birth and Sufferings of Chriſt, his 
Neſurrection, Aſcenfion, Sitting at the right 
band of God, and coming to judgment, will 

employ 
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employ our devout meditations, and be 
1 fruitful leſſons of inſtruction to us. 


We ſhall no longer conſider ourſelves as 
members of a corrupt world, but of Chriſt's - 
holy Catholic Church, which he bath re- 
deemed to God by his blood, out of every 
kindred and tongue, and people, and nation, 
Rev. v. 9. h 


We ſhall be joined together in the com- 
munion of ſaints, or one bond of holy 
brotherhood, holy ſervices ro God, and 
hearty love to men, under Chriſt our 
head; with all the ſaints on earth, and 


the bleſſed company of ſaints and angels 
in heaven, 


Rejoicing in the forgiveneſs of fins. 


In ſure and certain hope of the reſur- 
rection of eternal life, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : who ſhall change our vile body 
that it may be faſhioned like to his gloricus 
body, according to the working whereby he is 


able even to ſubdue all things unto himſelf, 
Phil. iii. 21, 


Amen. So be it. May God confirm | 
us in this faich. Mayit be to us the power 1 
C4 of 
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of God unto ſalvation, Rom. i. 16. Holy 
and eternal Trinity, laminate, ſanctify, 
and renew us to thy image. Grant, O 
God, that as children of thy family and 
kingdom, we may obey its laws, promote 
its intereſts, embrace its ſufferings, par- 
take of its bleſſings, and welcome death 
as the door of admiſſion to all its enjoy- 
ments, 
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HE third part of the Catechiſm 
is concerning Chriſtian Obedience. 
Which our church ſets before us in the 
Ten Commandments, delivered by God to 
Moſes, Ex. xx. and in the anſwer to thoſe 
two queſtions —— hat is thy duty to God, 
and ta thy neighbour ?—Suppoling that 
theſe Ten Commandments, rightly under- 
ſtood, contain the whole of our duty : 
And that if we make them the conſtant 
rule of our actions, and obey them from 
the heart, we ſhall do all that is required 
of us; and keep a conſcience void of 
offence towards God, and towards man. 


I ſhall not at this time go over them 
ſeverally by a particular explanation. Bur, 
according to my deſign, apply myſelf to 
your hearts and conſciences. For if theſe 
are not firſt rightly diſpoſed, no obedience 
will follow; though we had never fo exact 
an underſtanding of the Ten Command- 
ments in their whole, ſpiritual extant, 
And if they are, we have a principle 
within us, which will infallibly guide the 

e 3 moſt 
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moſt ſimple and unlearned into all neceſ- 
ſary knowledge; and keep them ſteady in 
the practice of their duty at all times, and 
upon all occaſions, 


And in ſpeaking of this matter, I ſhall 
alſo, with the dels of God, ſhew you the 
nature of Chriftian Obedience. That ſo no 
careleſs perſons may miſtake it; nor the 
ſincere, and well-diſpoſed perplex and tor- 
ment themſelves with unneceſſary ſcruples; 
as if Cbriſtian Obedience was impoſſible; 
but ſerve God with a quiet mind, and go 
on chearfully in the ſtrength of goſpel 
comfort. 


Here then is your touchſtone. What 
does the Lord thy God require of thee, 
O man? Why certainly, nothing leſs than 


is here told us, viz. To believe in him; to 


fear bim; to love him with all the heart, 
with all the ſtrength, and with all the mind; 
to worſhip bim; to give him thanks, to put 
cur whole tru; 7 in him; to call upon bim; 
4 honour his "boly name, and word; and to 
ſervt bim truly all the days of our life. 


Tou, who ſay you are poor and un- 
learned ; meaning by this, that you have 


neither time nor abilities, to know wes 
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God requires of you in order to your 
everlaſting falvation ; and ſeem reſolved 
to venture your fouls upon this pretence; 
what is there in theſe words which you 
may not underſtand; and, with the help 
of God, apply? And if you do not con- 
ſider, and bring them home to your own 
caſe, how can you perſuade yourſelves 
that the fault is any where but in your 
wills? The moſt learned may, and do 
negle& this ſelf-application; and forget 
God, as well as the meaneſt. But then 
the plain reaſon why one man knows and 
ſerves God more than another, is not be- 
cauſe one is more, and another leſs learn- 
ed; but becauſe one does, and the other 
_ not, chuſe to receive him into his 
cart. 


Taking it for granted, then, that God's 
laws are given to all; and equally b.nd- 
ing to all, let their ſtate and condition in 
the world be what it will, under no leſs 
a penalty than death eternal; let me aſk 

ou, Do you bring your hearts to be tried 
y God's holy word and commandments ? 
Can they bear witneſs for you that you 
keep a ſtrict watch over yourſelves, and 
hve under a continual ſenſe of God's 
preſence, authority, and fatherly care over 


C 6 you? 
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you? Do you ſo believe in him as to 
love him with all the heart and with all 
the ſoul, and with all the ſtrength, and 
with all the mind? Knowing aſſuredly, 
that this can imply no leſs than delighting 
in him; deſiring to be like him; wiſhing 
to enjoy him; and dreading above all 
things in the world to do any thing that 
you know will diſpleaſe him? Do you 
worſhip him, not with the fruitleſs offer- 
ing of a lip ſervice; and with your bodies 
only for your bodies ; but in the continual 
bent of your hearts, as the God and Fa- 
ther of your ſpirits, where only he can 
bleſs you, and be a God to you? And 
do you pray to him for all you want; and 
praiſe him both for what he gives, and 
what he refutes ; quietly leaving all your 
concerns of ſoul and body in his hands, to- 
be ordered by him as he pleaſcs ? 


Take notice, this is not any over. ſtrict 
de ctrine of mine; but our church's ſenſe 
of the four firſt commandments reſpect- 
ing God, called the fr# Table. Nay, it 
js the word of God, as you cannot but. 
Foo And moreover bound upon us 


nder a curſe, as you may read, Jer. 


xvii. 5. Curſed is he that in bis heart goeth 
from the Lord. 
| 2 Sup- 
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Suppoſe now that with reſpec to the ſit 
laſt commandments, or ſecond Table, we 


could truly fay, not only that we do no 


harm, but much good; yet this would 


avail us nothing before God. Still here 
is the firſt and great Commandment of 


loving God with all the heart, &c. ſtand- 
ing out in full force againſt us; and ſtrik- 
ing us dead with a charge of ſin. For the 


pride of our hearts, great as it is, can- 


not ſo far deceive us, as to make us be- 
lieve that, generally ſpeaking, we come any 
thing near the obſervation of this com- 
mand. And therefore in our own defence 
we muſt take up, as I fear we do, either 
with a blind perſuaſion that we love God, 
when we do not ; or that God, both muſt 
and will abate ſomething of the rigour of his 
law ; and that though he enjoins obedience 


under the penalty of a curſe, yet in the main | 


he 1s regardleſs whether we obey him or no. 


But ſurely, O man! this is thy own 
wretched miſtake, and perverſeneſs of 
heart. . Surely this is thinking fooliſhly 
of God. Who does not come down to 


our weakneſs, ſo as to leave us what he | 
finds us; for that he knows would be to 


ruin us. And it would be much more 
unworthy of him to do fo, than it is of: 


' 
4 
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| a wiſe man to humour a child in ſuch 
{ follies as lead to his deſtruction. The 
end of God in all his dealings with man- 
kind, is to help them out of « wretched 
ſtate of weakneſs, and corruption ; and 
to bring them back again to himſelf in 
holineſs. By bringing us up to the rule, 
and not the rule down to us. By en- 
lightening our underſtandings to diſcern 
the wiſdom, and fitneſs of all his com- 
mands; ſwaying our wills and inclining 
W our affections, to embrace and purſue the 
if good he offers us. 


Let us then conſider deeply, as ever we 
would be Chriſtians, the children and 
friends of God, that the commandment is 
holy, and juſt, and good, Rom. vii. 12. 
Proper to exalt, and purify our natures, 
and qualify us to live with God in heaven; 
and therefore neceſſary, and indiſpenſible. 
It is an eaſy thought, and what no man of 
common ſincerity, and underſtanding, 
can have the leaſt doubt of, that as God 
Joves us and knows what is beſt for us, 
fo he cannot deceive us; but tells us the 
truth; and can poſſibly have no other de- 
n upon us, but to bring us to the beſt 
end by the beſt means. And that if we 
ſet up our own wills, and imaginations 
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againſt him, we chuſe darkneſs inſtead ot 


light, evil inſtead of good, and muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be wretched and miſerable. 


But who is ſufficient for theſe things ? 
Who can ſay, I am pure? I have made 
myfelf clean? Till I die, I will not re- 
move my integrity from me, my righteouſneſs 
J hold faſt, and will not let it go? Job. 
xxvii. 5, 6. That is, in the ſenſe in 
which Job ſpoke it, I will ſtand upon it 
to the laſt before God, and man, that I 
am an upright, mnocent perſon ?—Alas ! 
not one. He who was the choſen in- 


ſtrument of God to trace the human 


heart through all its deceitful windings, 
and knew both ſtates, of God's and 
of man's righteouſneſs, affirms boldly, 
there is none that doth good, no not one, 
Rom. iii. 12. That is to ſay, ſo as to BE 
good, and clear of blame before God. 
Here the greateſt ſaint that ever lived 
muſt lay his hand upon his mouth, and 
humble himſelf in the duſt. God, I thank 
thee that I am not as other men are, will be 
no anſwer to the ſtrict charge of the law. 
And if we were left to ſtand: or fall for 
ever by our own righteouſneſs, and the 
abſolute perfection of our obedience, we 
might well. ſhrink back at ſight of the 

difficulties 
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difficulties which are before us, and for 
ever ſit down in diſpair. 


Here then comes in the enlightening, 
healing, ſaving goſpel-ſcheme; ſummed 
up by St. Paul in two points, Repent- 
ance towards Gd, and faith towards cur 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Acts xx. 21. Here 
comes in firſt the doctrine of Repent- 
ance, Here is our proof of the neceſſity 
of it in all. Love is the everlaſting, in- 
diſpenſable duty of man to his maker. 
I mean love of him for what he is in 
himſelf; love and admiration of thoſe 


perfections, univerſal, unwearied patience, 


goodneſs, love, &c. which make God 
what he is; and would make us perfect and 
happy in our degree, as he is perfe&t and 
happy ; and without which we can neither 
take delight in him, nor he in us. And 
if the ſenſe of our being ſo unlike him; 
ſo forgerful of him 1 alienated from 
him in the deep ground of our hearts; 
does not fill us with ſhame and concern, 
and a juſt dread of eternal ſeparation from 
him ; and bring us to him in true repent- 
ance, and earneſt deſire of a change; 


let us be what we will in other reſpects, 


we are vile before God; and, if he ſpeaks 
truth in his law, already condemned. 


And 
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And if to this we add, as we well may, 
the breaches of our duty towards our 


neighbour ; our unfair dealings with him; 


the ſlanders we invent againſt him, or 
eaſily take up, and liſten to with ſecret 
delight; our anger upon ſlight occaſions ; 
our envy; our inclination to revenge, 
and unwillingneſs to forgive ; and what 
is the root of all, our pride and ſelfiſh- 
neſs: We have a ſtill fuller proof of our 
guilt, and the neceſſity of looking out for 
a remedy, 


Bleſſed be the God and father of mer- 
cies, CHRIST is this remedy. He is 
the lamb of God that taketh away the fin of 
the world, Jo. 1. 29. He is the great 
phyſician of ſouls, to all who know their 
need of him; and come to him ſick, and 
heavy laden, and with a deep conviction 
of their ſinful, helpleſs condition, And 
though God is a conſuming fire; and his 
juſtice cannot overlook the tranſgreſſions 
of his law; yet it can be, and is ſatisfied 
by the atoning blood, and perfect obe- 
dience of Chriſt; and our God is again 
well-pleaſed with us, for the ſake of what 
Chriſt has done and ſuffered for us, _ 
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for what we are in him; when once we 


have received him into our hearts by 
faith, | © 


But perhaps you will think, — What 
becomes of our Obedience, in this way of 
pardoning fins by Chriſt; and of being 
accepted in and through a mediator, or 
ſurety 2 mercy from firſt to laſt, and 
not at all of merit? It is not a dange- 
rous temptation to us to believe, that it 
may be diſpenſed with, notwithſtanding 
the ſtrictneſs of the command; and that 
ſome way or other God may accept us 
without it? Without the perfection of 
obedience he may, and does; without a 
| ſincere purpoſe of it, and continual daily 
improvement in it, he cannot. But to 
anſwer directly to this objection: J fay, 
1. Faith ſuppoſes repentance; a heart, 
turned from fn, and a will to all good- 
neſs; and brings us to the ſpirit for 

wer; and thus etabliſbeth the Law, 

om. iii. 31. And without this it is no- 
thing but hypocriſy, and a lie. 2. This 
method ſhews the neceſſity of obedience ; 
yea; of perfect obedience. For God's law 

broken, is not ſatisfied only by exacting 
the penalty due to our fins in the perſon 
and ſufferings of Chriſt ; but alſo by bav- 


ing 
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ing full obedience paid to it by him in 
our ſtead, as our great Covenant-head. 
Not to diſcharge us from our obligations 
to obedience; but to convince us of the 
value which God ſets upon it: of his con- 
cern for juſtice, and for the honour of 
his laws; to inſpire us with a dread of 
_ diſobedience, and bring our ſtraying hearts 

back again to him in love; the. only root 
and ſpring of all true obedience ; I mean 
as far as human agency can be concern- 
ed; and without which it is of no value 
in the ſight of God. For, 3. This is the 
goſpel-myſtery of ſanctification; God's 
_ own method of promoting and ſecuring 
our obedience; and appears to all the 
reaſon of mankind to be excellently fit- 
ted to that end. If the Love of God in 
giving his ſon to die for us; if the love 
of Chriſt in emptying himſelf of his glory 
and humbling himſelf to take our fleſh, 
that he might ſuffer death upon the croſs, 
and fave the forfeited lives of our fouls 
from deſtruction, will not bend our ſtubborn 
hearts, what will ? If the kindneſs of God 
thus wonderfully manifeſted on our be- 
half, will not draw from us ſuitable returns 
of love; and engage us in a courſe of 
free, generous, unconſtrained decke 
WAAT 
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what is there left in the nature of man 
that can doit? Fly to the mercy of God 
in Chriſt, with an humble, penitent, 
contrite heart; and then grieve, and fin 
againſt him, if you can. Reject it, and 
then ſee what kind of obedience you can 
force out of yourſelves. I will venture to 
ſay, you will bring your duty into a nar- 
row compaſs; and ſufficiently pride your- 
ſelves in the performance of that little, 
which generally paſſes in the world for 
virtue. At the ſame time overlooking 
thoſe goſpel graces which conftitute the 
_ Chriſtian life; are the work of God's ſpi- 
rit in us; make us like Chriſt; and qua- 
lify us for the enjoyment of the heavenly 
happineſs. I mean a ſincere love of God 
and man, humility, meekneſs, patience, 
purity, ſelf-denial. Theſe tempers, ſo pe- 
culiarly Chriſtian, and ſo eſſential to the 
new man of the. goſpel, are too much dif- 
regarded even by the better part of man- 
kind; and can only be defired, and ex- 
perienced, in the power of divine faith, 


It is true, the fleſh will luſt ſtill againſt 
the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, 
Gal. v. i7. So that the ſtruggle be- 
twixt them will never be over ſo long as 


we are in this world. But then the par- 
doned 
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doned ſoul loves much, becauſe much hath 
been forgiven, Luk. vii. 47. Its natural 
language is, Whatſhall I render unto. the 
Lord for all his benefits ? It hates all fin, 
as ſuch; and fights manfully againſt it. 
It has reſpect unto all the commandments; 
acknowledges the goodneſs, and neceſſity 
of them; and would no more chuſe to 
do leſs than is commanded, than to be 
excuſed from happineſs. It does not 
think that ' there 1s no fin in the heart, 
where there is none in the life; but knows 
that not underſtanding and ſeeking after 
God, Rom. iii. 11. which the world makes 
but little account of, is the greateſt ſin of 
all others; and the root of all evil in us. 
It has the holy Ghoſt for its ſupport, 
and comforter ; goes on from ſtrength to 
ſtrength; grows daily in grace, and 


in the knowledge and love of God; is 
encouraged amidit all its temptations, and 


infirmities, by the ſenſe of forgiveneſs; 


deſires, and pants after perfection, but 
expects to be accepted to the reward of it 


only in Chriſt; and in this belief finds its 
greateſt comfort; grieving for the re- 


mainder of its corruptiòn, but not hinder- 
ed by it from laying hold on the promiſes” 


of God, 7 
Would 
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Would you then be ſettled in the truth 
of Chriſtian Obedience? The ſum is this; 
firſt be convinced of your diſobedience ; 
eſpecially againſt the firſt and great com- 
mandment. This conviction of ſin 
which is the ſpirit's firſt operation, and 
muſt neceſſarily go before all the reſt; 
[conſider Jo. xvi. 8&—11,]-—will bring 
you to Chriſt, in humility, for remiſſion. 
Who by his perfect obedience, and the 
merits of his death, has condemned fin 
in the fleſh; ſo that it ſhall neither riſe 
up in judgment againſt you, nor prevail 
over you. And when once you are ground- 
ed in the ſenſe of ſo great a mercy from 
the Lord, it will win over your whole 
heart and foul to him. You will ſtudy to 
do his will in all things; and be filled with 
that love which is the fulfilling of the law, 
Rom. xiii. 10. and the ſoul of obedience 
You will love God, who hath firſt ſo loved 
yeu, 1 Jo. iv. 19. and your brother for 
God's fake, ver. 11. And you will ear- 
neſtly beſeech him that he would write 
all his laws in your hearts; as knowing 
aſſuredly that confonnity to them is health 
to the ſoul, and the perfection of our na- 
ture; and that nothing can be mercy to 
you in your fallen condition, but recove- 
2 to a ſtate of unwilling obedience; juſt 

23 


(71 ] 
as nothing can be mercy to a ſick man 
but a cure. In a word, the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of the Bible 1s——Belzeve, that ye 
may obey; obey, and be happy. And if you 
are not eſtabliſhed in this belief; if it is 
not the ſincere purpole, and great defire of 
your heart to be purged, and ſanctified, 
as well as pardoned, you trifle with your 
happineſs, and are a deceived man to this 
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IHE Church · Catechiſm having firſt 

inſtructed us in the nature of the 
Chriſtian covenant; and, ſecondly, called 
upon us to rehearſe the articles of our 
belief, in that antient confeſſion of Chriſtian 
Faith, called the Apoſtles Creed; and, 
thirdly, ſet before us the Chriſtian obedience, 
in the Ten Commandments, and the ex- 
planation of them, in the two following 
queſtions and anſwers ; comes, Fourthly, 
to ſhew us the reaſon, and neceſſity of 
diligent Prayer — Foraſmuch as we can do 
none of theſe things of ourſelves. We 
can neither believe, nor apply to ourſelves 
the Chriſtian covenant ; nor walk in the 
commandments of God, and ſerve him 
truly all the days of our life, without his 
ſpecial grace. 


As our ſalvation is the gift of God to 
us; ſo our acceptance of it, and a life 


framed according to it, muſt be the work 
of his ſpirit in us. And eſpecially if we 
are not well grounded in a ſenſe of our 
weakneſs, and natural inability to 3 

tlle 
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tiſe what he requires of us; we ſhall be 
apt to meaſure the extent of our obedience 
by our own narrow capacities ; and fall 
into the common miſtake, that what we 
can do of ourſelves is all we ought to do, 
and all that God expects from us. Tho? 
Chriſt ſays, without me ye can do nothing, 
Jo. xv. 5. And the prophet Jeremiah, 17 zs 
not in man that walketh to direct his ſteps, x. 23. 


Know then indeed, O man, that of thy- 
ſelf thou art not able to do theſe things. 
Thou art a fallen creature; corrupt in 
thy heart, perverſe in thy, will, and blind 
in thy underſtanding. And if ever thou 
art recovered to God in the way of his 
chuſing and appointing for thee, it muſt 
be by Raving the deſire of thy heart turn- 
ed to him in continual prayer: that he 


would work in thee, both to will, and to do, 


of his good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. And if 
thy own experience has not convinced thee 
of this, the light of ſcripture never ſhin- 
ed in to thy ſoul ; thou art yet in the dark- 
neſs of unbelief. 


The commands of God muſt be obeyed. 
Faith in Chriſt dying for us when we were 
ungodly, Rom. v. 6. begets in us an ear- 
neſt deſire to obey them from the heart; 
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and a fear of offending ſo gracious a fa- 
ther and ſo kind a redeemer. And this 
faith is itfelf the gift of God, and muſt 
be obtained by prayer, Phil. i. 29. 1 Cor. 
Ii. 12, 14. But nevertheleſs when the ſenſe 
of this reconciliation hath ſo far taken 
hold of us, that we can truly ſay, our ſpi- 
rit is willing ; ſtill the fleſh is weak, Matt. 
xxvi. 41. We are beſet with temptations ; 
and have 33 enemies to ſtruggle 
0 


with; which we can never hope to conquer 
without the help of God. 


And there is no way to engage the 
power of God on our ſide, but by praying 
always with all prayer and ſupplication in 
the ſpirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perſeverance, Eph. vi. 18. For the condition 
of obtaining help and ſtrength from above 
is, Aſt, and it ſhall be given; ſeek, and ye 
ſhall” find; knock, and it ſhall be cpencd, 
Matt. vii. 7. And if we do not comply 
with this condition, we are neither fit to 
receive the grace of God; nor to make a 
right uſe of it, if it ſhould be given us. 


So that prayer both opens us a way in- 
to the kingdom of God, and of Chriſt; 
and is our ſecurity for continuing 1n 
it, and living in any degree fuitably 8 
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ſo great a mercy. For, as I ſaid before* 
the commands of God muſt be obeyed. 
And if we are not able to keep them of 
ourſelves; as it is certain we are not! it 
follows neceſſarily, either that we make 
no conſcience of keeping them; or, that 
we mult be convinced of the neceſſity of 
porting our whole truſt in God; and 

ceping cloſe to him by conſtant, diligent 


Prayer. 


Obſerve then, that when our church 


ſays, My good child, know that thou art not 


able to do theſe things of thyſelf, and to 
walk in the commandments of God, and to 
ſerve bim, without his ſpecial grace; it 
gives.us the one ſtrong reaſon of prayer. 
Our help ſtandeth in the name of the Lord, 
Pſa. cxxiv. 8. who can only afford it us. 
He is ready to give it to all that aſk it, 
And if we have not, it is becauſe we aſk 
not, Ja. iv. 2. I fay, what plainer, or 
ſtronger reaſon than this can be given for 
the neceſſity of prayer? And who is there 


that cannot underſtand it it? 


Bodily. want, felt, we think one and all 
to be a ſufficient reaſon for aſking. And 
we are not backward to make our caſe 


known to thoſe who we think can and 
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will help us. And if we do not lay 
our ſpiritual wants before God; who 
calls upon us, and commands us to do it, 
and is ever waiting that he may be gfa- 
cious to us; with the ſame, nay with 
much greater concern than we deſire to 
have our bodily wants ſupplied; it is be- 
cauſe we are ignorant of them ; fearleſs of 
danger, and unwakened to a ſenſe of our 
condition. In the midſt of life we are in 
death, and do not know it. - 


Learn alſo from hence, the true ſpirit of 
prayer. It is the turning of a penitent, 
humble, deſiring heart to God, for mer- 
cy to it in its helpleſs, fallen ſtate; and 
for ability to walk in all the commandments of 
the Lord blameleſs. And without, this 
ſenſe. there can be no prayer. If we were 
to fall down upon our knees a hundred 
times a day, it would be a fruitleſs la- 
bour. God is not glorified, nor man 
profited by ſuch empty ſervices. Holineſs 
and happineſs is God's glory in man; 
granted to his deſire and free choice. 
But where this is not, the life and foul 
of prayer ; all our fitneſs to receive ſpi- 
ritual good things from God, and turn 
them into a bleſſing to us, is ſtill} want- 
ing; that is, a praying from * 25 

eel ; 
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feel; with an earneſt will to experience 
the power of God in our ſouls; turning 
us fram darkneſs to light, Acts xxvi, 18. 
And quickening us by his ſpirit to new- 
neſs of life. One ſigh in this diſpoſition, 
from a hungering, thirſting ſou!, peirceth 
the heart of God; has Chriſt interceding 
for it; and the ſpirit helping its infirm- 
ties; let the man live in what part of the 
world he will. 


It was probably for this reaſon, that 
when Chrift was deſired by his diſciples 
to teach them to pray, he did it in a few 
words; and ſuch as tend chiefly to ſhew 
with what diſpoſition, and frame of ſpi 
rit we ought to pray ; viz. for ſpiritual 
bleflings ; as children to a father, in full 
affurance of being heard. I do not mein 
that it is either unlawful, or improper t6 
enlarge in our addreſſes to God. For the 
deſiring, fervent ſoul will ſtrive earneſtly, 
add ſtruggle hard for a bleſſing. But 
then the greateſt length of prayer, uttered 
without feeling and without meaning, 
will not prevail with God. When a fingle 
wiſh from a well-diſpoſed will, and an af- 
fectionate, longing heart, which ſtands al- 
ways bent towards God, will find accept- 
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ance; and bring down our help from 
above. 


Have you then conſidered the weigh- 
ty reaſon here given for the uſe of dili- 
gent prayer; and applied it to your own 
caſe? Does any thing which you know 
and feel of yourſelves; or that the Scrip- 
ture tells you of the univerſal corruption 
and weakneſs of mankind; bring you 
upon your knees before God, to have 
your hearts cleanſed by the inſpiration. of 
his holy ſpirit? Do you pray for faith 
to receive Chriſt; and for grace to fol- 
low his example; and is your prayer 
indeed the very deſire of your hearts? 
Is the ſtate of your life a ſtate of conti- 
nual wiſhing and praying according to 
the order, form, and ſpirit of the Lord's 
prayer; and reducing all your deſires 
within the compals of it ? being 
deeply poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of your 
high calling to a ſtate of ſonſhip in 
= Chriſt; Hallowing the name of God in 
= your hearts and lives waiting for 
his Kingdom; and for ſtrength to do, 
and ſuffer, his will Forgiving, loving, 
and living in charity with all men —— 
Praying to be delivered out of tempta- 

| tion, 
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tion, and to be kept from the power of 
evil aſcribing all you have, all you 
do, and all you are, to him only, whoſe 
is the Kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory; who is above all, and through all, 
and in us all, Eph. iv. 6. And as for 
the concerns of this life, leaving them 
in the hands of God; and being content 
ws IN thankful for, ſuch things as you 
ave d 


Ah! my friends; how can we ever ſo. 


far deceive ourſelves, as to think either 
that any thing is prayer but the prayer 
of the heart; or that a prayerleſs life is 
a Chriſtian life! And a Sunday's reli- 
gion only, 1s in truth little better than 
a prayerleſs life. If we believed in good 
earneſt, that converſion 1s the one thing 
neceſſary, where we have now one prayer, 
we ſhould have 4 thouſand, that this 
great work of the Lord might proſper 


in our hands. Whatever buſineſs we are 


about, it would be uppermoſt in our 
thoughts; and we ſhould be breathing 
out many a with for the grace of God. 
We ſhould love to pray; we ſhould 
teach all that belong to us to pray; we 
ſhould pray with, and for our families; 


4 we 
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we ſhould have daily, ſtated times of 


Prayer; and take all opportunnies of join- 
ing the public worſhip of God. 


If it is not fo I pray God convince 
you of the error of your ways! May he 
come among us, and with great might 
ſuccour us! And let me beſcech you in 


his name, and by all your hopes of ſal- 


vation, to turn to the Lord in prayer. 
For it is not a vain thing; it is for your life, 
The life of our ſoul demands it of us. 
They muſt periſh without it; and we 
need no other token of their being 1n a 
dead ſtate, than the neglect of it. 


And if there are any here preſent, who 
through the brutiſhnegleCtof their parents, 
or others (which all ſuch muſt fadly anſwer 


for to God) were never taught to pray; 


let me warn them to come as faſt as they 
can out of this wretched, heatheniſh way; 
and not only to begin, but learn how to 
pray. They cannot plead in excuſe for 
themſelves, that they know no better. For 
no doubt they have had many calls to this 
purpoſe, both at church, and in the exam- 

les of others, and from the inward mo- 
tions of God's Spirit. They have a loud 
warning now from me. And if they will 
na 
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not thnderfland, and ſeek after God, their 
blood will be upon their own heads, 


And I fay to all; be in fear for your- 
ſelves, le any of you fail of the grace of 
God. Heb. xii. 15. Your work is great; 


2 time is ſhort. Know your duty; 


now your weakneſs, and fly to the pow- 
er of God. Remember eſpecially, that 
thoſe commands which are of ſuch im- 
ortance, that without them we cannot 
Chriſtians ; and in which the converſion 
and recovery of our ſouls chiefly conſiſts ; 
are withal the hardeſt; nay, abſolutely 
above all the natural power of man; ſuch 
as humility, meekneſs, patience, the Love 
of God; and ſuch univerſal, unbounded 
Charity to men, as can forgive it's ene- 
mies; and inclines us to love, and bleſs 
thoſe who hate, and curſe us. 


If then you truly deſire to pleaſe God, 
and profit your neighbour by a holy life; 
and would have within yourſelves a com- 
fortable, and well-grounded perſuaſion, 
that you give all diligence to make your callin 
and election ſure; 2 Pet. i. 10, Watch vas, 
pray. Matt. xxvi. 31. Yea, pray with- 
out ceaſing. 1 Theſſ. v. 17. That is, in the 
continual bent, and habit of your minds; 
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that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape, and 
ſtand before the ſon of man. Lu. xx1. 36. 


And God grant that we may be ſober, 
and watch unto prayer. 1 Pet. 4. 7. And 
thereby commit the keeping of our ſouls to 


ver. 19. 


LECT. 


him in well-doing, as unto @ faithful Creator. 


[83] 


LECT. VIII. and IX. 


HE laſt of the five parts into which 

the Church-catechiſm is divided, 
is the Chriſtian ſacraments, Of which 1 
ſhall ſay ſomething briefly by way of ex- 
planation ; and then, according to what 
I have chiefly in view in theſe lectures, 
exhort you to examine yourſelves concern- 
ing the ſenſe you have of them; and how 
far you improve and apply them to the be- 
nefit and comfort of your ſouls. 


We are told there are two ſacraments, 
and but two; that they were ordained 
by Chriſt himſelf; and are therefore ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation. Both becauſe they 
have the force of all other divine com- 
mands ; and becauſe they are tokens and 
ſeals of God's covenant of grace; the 
eſpecial means of aſſuring and convey- 
ing it tous; and of our entrance into, 
and growth in the ſpiritual life. Bur 
then you are to obſerve, it is not ſaid they 
are abſolutely, but only generally, neceſſary 
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to ſalvation. So that the wilful, whether 
vicious, or careleſs neglect of them, will 
deprive us of the benefits of Chriſt's reli- 
gion. The fitneſs and propriety of them is 
beſt known to God ; and to his wiſdom we 
muſt ſubmit. If therefore he has appoint- 
ed them for the trial, ſupport, and exer- 
ciſe of our faith; as ſtanding memorials 
of his mercy, and a public declaration of 
our want of it, and truſt in it; we are not 
at hberty to think the uſe of them in- 
different. They are neceſſary in virtue 
of the inſtitution. And it will be in vain 
to fay that they are in their own nature 
incapable of producing the effects which 
are aſcribed to them. What can ſprink- 
ling with hyſſop ſignify to my caſe ? 
might a Jewiſh leper have faid. Never- 
thelefs, the pſalmiſt, looking thro' the 
cover of the outward ceremony with 
the eye of faith, ſaw ſpiritual comfort 
in it; and embraced it as a token of his 
cleanſing from the inward leproſy of 


fin. Compare Levit. xiv. 4, 7. Pſa. I. 


7. Thus Naaman did ſay, what virtue 
can there be in the water of Jordon more 
than any other; and yet upon trial, he 
was cur'd of his leproly. 2 Kings 3 
An 


„ 19% * 
And thus if it ſhould be aſked, how can 


we be cleanſed from the defilement of 9 


fin, by waſhing the whole body, or 


ſprinkling any part of it, with water? | 


How can bread and wine be converted 
into the nouriſhment of our ſouls ? The 
plain anſwer is, by the ſole will and pow- 
er of God, taking effect thro* the len; 
not for any virtue of it's own; but thro” 
one as well as another, of God's appoint- 
ment. And he can inſtitute ſenſible to- 
kens of the neceſſity of our being thus 
cleanſed, and nouriſhed; of our utter 
helpleſſneſs, and abſolute dependence on 
his almighty grace; as an act of ſtipula- 
tion on his part to apply it; and on 
ours to receive it. And what we think 
He has thus inſtituted, our Church Ca- 
rechiſm declares to be generally neceſſary; 
that is, Where theſe ſacraments may 
be had; and not ſo as to exclude any 
from the hopes of falvation, who are. 


unavoidably hindered from partaking of 
them, 


Now for the inſtitution of Baptiſm 
by Chriſt himſelf, we refer to Matt. 
xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptiſing them in the name of the 
Faber, 


| 1 
= Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


= Ch}. The meaning of which words 


as they may well be underſtood accord 
ing to the original, is——enter all nati- 
ons in a ſtate of diſcipleſhip, into all 
the hopes, privileges, and powers of 
the Chiſtrian covenant, BY baptiſing 


"I them ; that is, by means of the outward, 


viſible fign. And ſor the inward, ſpi- 
ritual grace, we refer to 1 Cor. xii. 13. 
By one ſpirit we are all baptiſed into one 
Body; that is, Chriſt, and his members; 
partaking of the ſame life by the ſame 
Spirit. And to Gal. iii. 17. As many 
as have been baptiſed into Chriſt, have put 
on Chri His ſonfhip, and holineſs ; 
what he was himſelf, what he will be 
again in us; whenever we are ſo joined 
to the Lord, as to be one Spirit with bim. 
Cor. vi. 17. 


And if any doubt can remain of Chriſt's 
meaning as the uſe and perpetual con- 
tinuance of baptiſm; we read in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles; that it was their 
conſtant practiſe to baptiſe thoſe whom 
they converted. We know alſo with in- 


fallible certainty that it was continued 
on 
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on from them, thro? all ſucceeding ages; 
and in the primitive times adminiſter'd 
with a ſolemnity, which ſhews their ſenſe 
of it's importance, and the great ſtreſs 
they laid upon it. And to convince us 
farther, how neceſſary and indiſpenſable 
it is; and*that no graces, or endowments 
can ſuperſede the uſe of it; we find that 
St. Peter baptiſed Cornelius and his com- 
pany, even after they had received the 
miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. Acts 
x. 47, 48. 


Suppoſe now a perſon fully ſatisfied 
about the neceſſity of baptiſm, and yet 
in doubt concerning the caſe of infants; 
I would aſk him, why he ſhould enter- 
tain a thought of excluding them ? Con- 
ſidering that neither Chriſt, nor his 
Apoſtles did; and that God expreſly 
commanded the children of the Jews to 
be circumciſed. Which at once cuts off 
all the arguments that can be alledged 
for the unfitneſs, or incapacity of infants 
being admitted into covenant with God; 
and ſhews that tho* repentance and faith 
are neceſſary qualifications of baptiſm to 
thoſe who are capable of them, yet the 


want of them is no neceſlary diſqualifi- 
cation 


[ 88] 


cation of thoſe who are not; any more 
than the want of a full knowledge and 
belief of the religion of Moſes was to 
the children of the Jews. If it ſhould 
be ſaid that there is a poſitive com- 
mand for one, and not for the other; 
the anſwer is, there needed none. As 
baptiſm came in the room of circumci- 
fion, without any exclufton of infants ; 
it is natural to 4 that no change 
was intended as to them. Becauſe if there 
had, it would have been neceſſary to 
uard againſt a miſtake as to their caſe, 
y an expreſs prohibition; eſpecially as 
it was the cuſtom at that time to baptiſe 
the children of Jewiſh proſelytes. But 
as there is no ſuch prohibition our Church 
declares with good warrant [Art. 27.] 


„ That the baptiſm of young children 


is in any wiſe to be retained :”* Seeir 
that, in St. Paul's phraſe, the children of 


Chriftian parents are clean, or holy, 1. 


Cor. vii. 14. that is, capable of entering 


into a ſtate of relalive, or covenant-hoh- 


neſs. Which, by the way, is a very 
pertinent ſcripture inſtance of the baptiſing 
of children. It being hard to ſay how 
they could be clean, or holy, but firſt 
by being capable of ſuch a ſtate ; and then 

received 
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received into it by the proper rite of ad- 
miſſion. We know the child of a Jew 
would not have been reputed holy without 
circumciſion. | 


But now the great difficulty is ſtill to 
come. 


Whether baptiſm was ordained by Chriſt, 
as the ſtanding method of admitting all 
perſons into a ſtate of diſcipleſhip: Whe- 
ther the grace of God in Chriſt is thereby 
figned and ſealed to us: Whether infants 
are to be received to a participation of 
this grace, or no: Yet what can it pro- 
fit thoſe, who have no experience of ſuch 
effect in themſelves? And what does it 
fignify which fide of theſe queſtions re- 
lating to baptiſm they hold, who do not 
conſider the end, and look aſter the bene- 
fits of it? 


Did you ever put this important queſ- 
tion to yourſelves; which all ſe&s and 
denominations are equally concerned in, 
and muſt anſwer truly upon the peril of 
their ſouls Have I attained to the new 
birth untu righteouſneſs * I know your 
anſwer will be, I hope ſo. But then do 

not 


ITT 

not hope againſt all reaſon, and with 
the ſtrongeſt appearances to the contra- 
ry; with nothing about you but the 
marks of careleflneſs and a worldly 
ſpirit. Surely where all is at ſtake, there 
is but too much need to ſay to all, Be 
not deceived. If you are a ſerious man, 
come to the trial. What is your hope 
grounded on? Is it upon your bap- 
tiſm, and chriſtian profeſſion? Or up- 
on an honeſt, ſober life, and fair carriage 
in the eye of the world? Or great ſtrict- 
neſs in the outward form of religion ? 
If it is grounded upon any, or all of theſe 
put together, without ſuch a change of 
your inward man, as makes you ſeek 
earneſtly after God, as your portion; and 
brings you to him in faith, and longing for 
his promiſes; know for certain that you 
come ſhort of the matter, that is, accord- 
ing to Chriſt, of ſalvation. See Jo. iii. 3. 
1 Pet. i. 22—25, 


It is true, you will find thouſands 
ready to join with your deceitful hearts, 
in darkening and explaining away this 
capital Scripture-doctrine of the new 
birth. Bur 1 ſay again, be not deceived, 


It is nothing leſs than the power of God 
put 


1911 
put forth upon the ſoul (“) to raiſe it to 
a ſtate of ſpiritual growth, working, and 
feeling ; or, reſtoration from the fall 
to that life, which was his image in 
man at the firſt; and which alone is ca- 
pable of reaching after him ; of being 
united to him, and living with him to 
eternity. All the powers of fleſh and 
blood, that is, of man in his fleſhly, 
earthly ſtate, are utterly inſufficient for 
this purpoſe. And if you take never ſo 
much pains to adorn your outward man 
with a civil, and even ſaint-like beha- 


(*) Eph. i. 18, 12, 20, That ye may 10 
what is the exceeding greatneſs of his power to us ward 
who believe according to the working of his mighty 
pow:r, which he wrought in Chriſt Is he raiſed him 
from the dead, and ſet him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, Words ſo weighty, as not eafily 
to be explained. Nevertheleſs take the ſenſe of 
them as thus given by the learned Dr. Hammond 
« Diſcerning thoroughly the infiniteneſs of his power 
that hath been engaged in this work towards us be- 
lievers, in ſubduing our enemies, fin, and death 
the puniſhment of fin; and raiſing us ſinners firſt to 
a new, and then to an eternal life. Which was a 
work of the ſame omnipotence with that he firſt evi- 
denced in that miraculous raiſing of Chriſt from the 
grave, and exalting him to the higheſt degree of 
glory next to himſelf in heaven; an emblem and eſſay 
of the methods which he hath now uſed toward 
us, by the preaching of the Goſpel to raiſe us from 
the grave of fin to a new Chriſtian life, and from 
thence to, a glorious eternity, 


viour A 
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viour ; or think that any thing is conver- 
fion, but converſion of the whole man 
by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, you 
utterly miſtake your caſe ; and will be in 
danger of rejecting your remedy. And 
when I ſpeak of converſion, take notice 
again, that I do not mean it only of the 
converſion of notorious ſinners; as if 
none but ſuch were called to it. But of 
ſuch converſion as is neceſſary for all, 
who never ſaw their own miſerable un- 
worthineſs; and conſequently have not 
yet applied in good earneſt to Chriſt, as 
the only ſaviour of all mankind; the 
beſt and the worſt, Call our great work 
under Chriſt, and his ſpirit Converſion, 
Regeneration, or Faith and Obedience; 
and let the toundation of it be laid when, 
and how it will; certain it 1s that the 
Goſpel calls us to it, offers to work it 
in us, and that it muſt of all neceſſity 
take place in us. And I pray God. con- 
vince thoſe of their miſtake, who think 
they are in the new birth for having 
been baptiſed, and leading orderly lives 
with reſpect to men; but do not know 
what it is to repent, and turn to God; 
and never came to Chriſt, as an inward 
Saviour; taking away the guilt of their 
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fins, and purifying their hearts by faith. Acts 


bk. XV: 6. xx. 21. XXV1. 20. 


) 
3 
1 Are you then aware of this, as a 
d matter of the utmoſt importance and 
e principally to be attended to in the ſpiri- 
tual, deep ſearching religion of Chriſt; viz. 
That a great charge, called here in our 
Catechiſm, A death unto fin, and a new 
birth unto righteouſneſs, muſt paſs upon 
every ſoul of man? And that it can be 
ſought after only in Repentance, or an 
humbling knowledge of our ſtate and 
nature; and received by Faith as the work 
of God in all, and the gift of God to all? 
Did you ever aſk yourſelves what the death 
unto ſin, and the new birth unto righte- 
ouſneſs are ? Do you take the Scripture 
for your guide; and conſult it carefuly 
to know what is the meaning of theſe 
deep expreſſions ; and what cauſe there 
is for ſuch a thorough converſion in all, 
as can only be affected by the power of 
God ? and which is to all intents and 
purpoſes a new birth? as it brings on a 
new ſtate and life; and confers a new 
nature, attended with new thoughts, new 
judgments, new reſolutions, new hopes, 
new fears, new reliſnes; and * us 
| ny 
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From under the dominion of Satan and 
our luſts; and inſtead of the darkneſs, 
beggarly impotence, mean purſuits, and 
low attainments of the natural man, opens 
in our hearts the proſpect of heaven, the 


deſire of heaven, and the powers of heaven, 


I ſay again, Are you convinced of this 
as whatdiſtinguiſheth the religion of Chriſt 
from a ſtate merely natural, and from all 


ather religions; and of the neceſſity of 


attaining it? Knowing in yourſelves that 
you neither have any claim to ſalvation, 
nor fitneſs for it, but as you are received 
into a ſtate of favour with God through the 
alone merits of Chriſt; and made alive 
unto God by his Spirit. Do you believe 
indeed that ſin muſt come to the death in 
you; ſo as that your wills ſhall be turned 
againſt it, and your love of it into hatred ? 
And that your new birth unto righteouſ- 
neſs muſt prove itſelf, as every other kind 
of life does, by ſuch workings and inclina- 
tions as are proper to it? That as a 
worldly heart and temper faſtens upon the 
world, and it's pleaſures, or conveniences, 
with the full bent of it's deſire ; ſo the new 
man in Chriſt, not neglecting his proper 
buſineſs in the world, nor refuſing ſuch 
comforts, 


r 
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comforts, and conveniences as are con- 
ſiſtent with his main end; has neverthe- 
Jeſs quite different things conſtantly in 
view; and ſeeks the Kingdom of God, and 
the righteouſneſs thereof in the firſt place; 
ſtriving inthe power of divine grace againſt 
all his corruptions ; praying earneſtly for 
ſtrength to do the will of God from the 


heart, and to be kept by the migh We 
er of God unto ſalvation. e 


But you ſay, does not this heavenly- 
mindedneſs, this living unto God by his 
Spirit, make us neglect our families, and 
take us off from the duty of our callings ? 
No. From all carking anxiety it does, and 
muſt, But at the ſame time fixeth us in de- 
pendance upon, and reſignation to, God; 
and makes us more induſtrious, more pro- 
vident in an honeſt way, and more careful 
of duty toall, than we ſhould otherwiſe be. 


Look well to your great concern, and 
the true bent of your mind; and whatever 
time you give to God and your ſouls (and 
you might well ice a great deal more than 
you do) you will ſo forecaſt your buſineſs, 
as to loſe nothing upon a worldly account. 
Aſk a labouring man, what his heart is 
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chiefly upon when he is at work, tho' he 
does not always think of it; and he will 
anſwer upon his family, and his home at 
night. It he could anſwer as readily, upon 
Ged; his work would be as well followed. 
And ſo will your's, tho* you have your 
eye all the while upon the ſtraight gate. 
Perhaps the perſon who makes this ob- 
jection is a drunkard, or ſpendthrift, or 
an idle waſter of his time. But whoever he 
is, does he bring all his time to account? 
Does he ſpend none of it in vanity? Does 
he conſider that eternity demands a rea- 
ſonable portion of it from him, and the 
ſteady application of his moſt ſerious 
thoughts? Whatever he may think, his 
foul is himſelf, and the well-being of it his 
all. If he is afraid of having too much 
concern for it, it is to be feared he has too 
little. And by ſtanding off from the 
truth of religion, and rejecting every thing 
that is good in it, upon a pretence that it 
will engroſs too much of his time and 
thoughts, and be a hindrance to him in 
his worldly affairs; he bears witneſs, 
againſt himſelf, that he is in darkneſs, and 
cannot yet diſcern good from evil. 


But ſome, indeed very many, alledge 
further; Does not our Church ſay that 
we 
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But let net fin reign in your mortal bo- 
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we are regenerate, and born again in 
Baptiſm? And what need then is there 
to look for the new birth any where elſe? 
But can thoſe who ſay this ſuppoſe that 
the end of baptiſm is attainted by all, or 
the greateſt part of thoſe who are ad- 
mitted to it in their infancy? And that 
what is done for us then cannot be un- 
done, let us live as we pleaſe? Does 
not our church teach us plainly what 
is the duty, as the privileges of thoſe 
who are baptiſed? That we ſhould fol- 
low the example of our Saviour Chriſt ; and 
that as he died, and was buried, and roſe . 
again for us, ſo ſhould we who are bap- 

tiſed, die from fin, and riſe again unto 
righteouſneſs? Does 1t not tell us, that the 
requiſites to baptiſm are Repentance and, 
Faith? And that every one is indiſpen- 
ſably bound to look well to theſe quali- 
fications in himſelf? And is not this 
telling us thatwe run the hazard of loſin 

all, if we do not? Take heed therefore 
of miſtaking, and abuſing your baptiſm. 
Look upon it as the token and ſeal of 
God's mercy to you in Chriſt; waſhing 
you from your fins in his blood; Rev. i. 5. 


dies, 
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dies, Romans vi. 12. As it does accord- 
ing to the whole tenor of Scripture, 
notwithſtanding all the accompliſhments 
of the old man, till you have a new be- 
ing in Chriſt; and can go forth in tbe 
ſtrength of the Lord God, and make mention 
of his righteouſneſs only. Pſalm Ixxi. 16, 
Make not your baptiſm a pretence for 
{ſtanding ſtill in your Chriſtian courſe 
or for being as the heathens who know nat 
Ged. 1 Theſſalon. iv. 5. that is, who 
know nothing of him but by the bare 
light of nature; and therefore do not 
know him in the only way in which he 
can, and deſires to be known by us; as 
the God and Father of our fpirits ; 
bleſſing us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, 
Epheſians i. 3. In whom alone we are 
accepted : And quickening us by his Spi- 
rit; that ſo we may be a willing people in 
the day of his power Pſalm cx. 3. Making 
a free ſurrender of our hearts to him from 
a ſenſe of his love; ſtrengthened with might 
in the inner man; Eph. iii. 16. and ſbewing 
forth the praiſes of him who hath called us out 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light, 1 Pet, 
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Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we aſe or think, ac- 
cording to the power that worketh in us. Unto 
him be glory in the Church by Chriſt Jeſus, 
broughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 


Eph. iii. 20, 21. 


E 2 


i 
1 
* 
8 FA... 4 


* 3 " 
3 


[ 1001 
LECT. X, and XI. 


UR Catechiſm ſets before us theſe 
ſeveral things concerning the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. 1. That it was 
ordained for the continual remembrance 
of the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, and 
of the benefits which we receive thereby. 
2. That under the outward ſign of bread 
and wine is ſignified to us the body and 
blood of Chriſt. 3. Which 1s verily and 
indeed taken and received by the faithful. 
4. That our fouls are ſtrengthened and 
refreſhed by it, as our bodies are by the 
bread and wine. 5. That it is required 
of all who come to the Lord's Supper, 
to examine themſelves concerning their re- 
pentance, faith, and charity. 


A ſhort account of each of theſe par- 
ticulars may be ſufficient for your under- 
ſtanding of them; and then I hr - 

” 


dreſs myſelf to you in the way of e 


tation. 


1. The Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 


per, ſo called from his appointing it at 
his 
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his laſt, ſupper with his difciples-was or- 
dained for the continual 'remembrance of the 
ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt. Or, as St. 
Paul ſays, that thereby we might here 
the Lord's death till He come. 1 Cor. xi. 
26. that is, continually, by a ſolemn uſe 
of it, as a moſt ſacred part of chriſtian 
worſhip, to the end of the world. That 
as Chriſt, juſt before his death, ſum'd up 
all the divine inſtructions of the Bible, 
and all his own, as it were in one great 
point : And inſtead of the Sacrifices and 


Ceremonies both before and under the law, 


which all pointed to Him, inſtituted a 
viſible ſign and token of his body broken, 


and his blood ſhed for us; to fix our eyes 


and hearts upon the precious means of 
our redemption, and give us a ſtandin 
aſſurance of our reconciliation with God 
by the blood of his croſs. So we ſhould 
ever remember, and be well aware of it, 
as the chief end of his coming; the ground 
of our hope and religion, as chriſtians. 
That we ſhould ſee and confeſs the in- 
figage evil, and damnableneſs of all fin, 
in This ſevere inſtance of God's diſpleaſure 
' againſt it; and every one of us in parti- 
cular that ſin in ourſelves, which nailed 
the Son of God to the croſs; and be fo 
affected with a ſenſe of his love in giving 


E 3 himſelf 
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himſelf to die for us, as to unite our hearts 
in a ſacred bond of gratitude to him; and 
embrace all opportunities of teſtifying and 
confirming our faith in his propitiato 

death and ſacrifice : and expect all ſuch 
benefits from this ſolemn rite of com- 
memoration, as it was intended to ſigni- 


9 8 convey to us. Which we are here 
told, 


2, Is nothing leſs than the body and 
blood of Chriſt. Not in the bread and 
wine; as if they were changed into the 
real ſubſtance of his body and blood; 
but under them; as a lively token and 
ſimilitude of what Chriſt is to all true 
believers. Whoſe body and blood not- 
withſtanding, 


3. Are verily and indeed taten and re- 
rerved by the faithful. You need not 
ſtumble at this expreſſion, if you call to 
mind what Chriſt himſelf ſo A in- 


chap. of St. John, viz. That except we 
eat his fleſh, and drink his blood, we have 


no life in us Chrift's fleſh and blood is 


himſelf. And unlefs he is wrought into 
us, fo as to become the ground of all 
ſpiritual life in us, we are dead to the 

| king- 
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kingdom of heaven. And muſt for ever 
continue ſo, for want of that reſurrection - 
principle to newneſs of life here, to 
a capacity of endleſs bliſs hereafter 


which he is to all who are grafted in him by 
faith. See John xv. 1—8. 


So that if our Church had not taught 
us, that the faithful do truly, and to all 
ſaving purpoſes, receive the body and 
blood of Chriſt; or Chriſt himſelt, as the 
author of a new ſpiritual life, the father 
of a heavenly nature in us, as Adam was 
of the earthly underſtand it by, and 
with the ſpirit, which comes with him, 
and is inſeparable from him it would 
have concealed from us a very important, 
and awakening point of our religion. 
When we know that in our beſt eſtate we 
are altogether vanity; and have nothing 
in our ſelves but death and corruption, till 
the Son of God bids us live; how natural 
will it be to cry out, Wretched man! who 
ſhall deliver me? Romans vii. 24. And 
to ſay with Peter, Lord, to whom ſhall we 


85 ? Thou haſt the words of eternal iſe John 
8. iv. | 


I would not be underſtoodas if I thought 
that what Chriſt ſays, John, vi. chapter, 
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of eating his fleſh and drinking his blood, 
was meant only of a ſacramental eating 
and drinking; or as if there was no time 
and way of receiving life from him, but 
by partaking of the Lord's Supper. For 
as he is firſt received by faith, to the life 
of a chriſtian is a continual feeding on 
him, and growth by him. And I verily 
believe, Whoever thinks chiefly of Him as 
his Daily bread, when he ſays the Lord's 
Prayer, aſks nothing but what Chriſt 
directed us to pray for, and intends to 
give. ä 


But then, as he inſtituted this ordi- 
nance for a memorial of his death and 
paſſion, and of all the benfits we receive 
by Him: As the bread broken, and wine 
poured out, is a lively emblem, or ſpeak- 
ing picture of his body broken, and 
blood ſhed for us: And being taken into 


our mouths, and converted into the nou- 


riſhment of our bodies, of the ſpiritual 
nouriſhment we draw from him : and as 
we do then more eſpecially, and 1n the 
moſt ſolemn manner profeſs our faith in, 
and dependance upon, him for all his be- 
nefits: we therefore believe, with good 
reaſon, that the conſtant devout uſe of 


this Sacrament is not only neceſſary in 
g virtue 
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virtue of the command—Do this in remem-- 
brance of me; but alſo that it has an extra- 
ordinary bleſſing attending it; brings us to 
a nearer union with Chriſt > increaſes our 
graces; and in a more eſpecial manner, 


4. Strengthens and refreſhes our Souls; 
as our bodies are. by the bread and wine. 
It is fo apt a ſimilitude, and ſo eaſily un- 
derſtood, that it is needleſs to multiply 
words to explain it. Only fix it deeply 
in your minds once for all, that as the 
body is fitted to receive its proper nou- 
riſnhment, and muſt die for want of it; 


ſo by the fall we have loſt the image, or 


life of God in our ſouls; and muſt have 
it reſtored to us in Chriſt. And when 
it is reſtored, it muſt be maintained, and 
kept up by continual ſupplies from him; 
and by a due preparation of our hearts 
and ſouls to receive him. 


5. Conſider therefore that it is required 
of them who come to the Lord's Supper, 
to examine themſelves whether they repent 
them truly of their former ſins, fledfaſtly - 
porpoſing- to lead a new life, whether they © 
have a lively ſenſe in God's mercies in 
Chriſt, with a thankful remembrance of his 

> 6 death 


our hearts from God; as the greateſt of 
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death; and be in charity with all nen; that 
is, whether they have indeed any ſpiri- 


tual life in them? Of which repentance, 


faith, and charity are unqueſtionable ſigns. 
And wherever they are real, can proceed. 


from no will, wiſdom, or ſtrength of our 


own; but are undoubtedly the work of 
God's ſpirit in us. Jobn xv. 5. Phil. ii. 


19. 


Underſtand then, that Repentance is a 
continual, humbling ſenſe and apprehen- 
ſion of our ſtate and nature, as diſpleaſing 
to God before our converſion, and ec 
fectual calling; and, at the beſt, always 
imperfect: 


That it is a knowledge and belief of 
ſin, as the greateſt of all evils; as our 
curſe and death? the cauſe of our ſepa- 


ration from God; and expoſing us to a 


ſentence of eternal damnation: 
That it is true inward ſhame and con- 


cern, not only for all our wilful ſins; 
but alſo for the dteadful alienation of 


all ſins, and the root of all ſin in us: 


e 
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And that therefore it is not only a 
turning from ſin, but turning to the 
Lord; not only a forſaking of one or 
more groſs ſins, merely becauſe of the 
miſchiets and inconveniences they brin 
upon us in this world; in which ſenſe 
many turn from ſin in ſome degree, who 
never turn to the Lord; but an earneſt 
deſire and will to have the bent of ou 


hearts changed from earth to heaven, from 
the world to God. | 


Underſtand that Faith in one meaning 
of the word is a belief of the bible, as 
God's method of delivering us from fin ; 
and the revelation of his will for our ſal- 
vation : 


In another, it is our acceptance of, 
and cloſing with this method; from a full 


conviction of the expedience and neceſſity 
of it: 


In another meaning of the word, and- 
that the moſt material, and what our cate- 


chiſm here chiefly fixeth our thoughts up- 
on, it is a lively ſenſe of God's mercies in 
Chriſt; that is, of our being reconciled 
to God though Chriſt, working at the 
root of all we do; fixing us- in love, 
| E 6 and 
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and hearty obedience to him, and brin 


ing on a change of our tempers and a 
fections. 


And Charity is a gracious ſpirit of love 
to all mankind; promoting us upon all 
occaſions to forbear, and forgive; to pity 
our fellow creatures, and help them in 
their diſtreſſes; ſo to hate the ſins of all, 
as to hate the perſons of none; but to do 
all the good we can to the ſouls and bodies 
of all men. 


But tho' I have told you what repent- 
ance, faith, and charity are; and ſhewed 
you the mark which all true chriſtians are 
continually aiming at; yet I do not think 
that none ſhould come to the communion 
but ſuch as are poſſeſſed of theſe qualifi- 
cations in the higheſt, or in a very high 
degree. Sincere repentance, and turning 


to God undoubtedly there muſt be; be- 


cauſe, without it, there is no poſſibility of 
coming to Chriſt for the forgiveneſs and 
tenovation that is by him. But then our 
faith in him, though weak, and ſometimes 
aſſaulted with doubts and fears, may never- 
theleſs be a true faith. And our charity, 
or love, though it does not come up to 
St. PauPs deſcription of it, 1 Cor. xiii. 

may 
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may be in a growing ſtate. If none were 
to come to the ſacrament but thoſe who 
are abſolutely perfect, none muſt come. 
It was ordained for our confirmation, and 


improvement in theſe, and all other graces; 


that therein we might remember Chriſt 
as the author and finiſher of our faith; 
and put in our claim to his benefits: 
Not by a declaration of our Fre 
but by pleading our weakneſs and un- 
worthineſs before him; as we then do in 
an humble confeſſion of our ſins. And 
therefore God forbid that any who have 
found out their ſin and their Saviour; 
and deſire to be found in him, that they 
may not only be reputed but made holy 
by him; and wiſh as much to be de- 
livered from the power, as puniſhment | 
of ſin; I ſay again, God forbid that 
they ſhould be hindered, or hinder them- - | 
ſelves from coming to the holy commu- 
nion. | 419 


I would now cloſe all I have to fay to - 
you at this time upon the catechiſm, 
with calling upon you to examine your- 
ſelves concerning your willingneſs and 
preparation to receive the ſacrament as 
often as you have opportunity; to cans 
| er 
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ſider your diſpoſition in this matter, as 
a teſt of your chriſtianity; and . ſo far 
an infallible mark to judge of your reli- 
gious ſtate by, as that in the want of it 
= cannot be chriſtians. Chriſt, you 
know, commands it; St. Paul tells us, 
that this ſhewing, this manner of ſetting 
forth the Lord's death, and declaring our 
faith in it, 1s to continue to the world's 
end. The chief points of chriſtian know- 
ledge are contained in it; our privileges, 
our duties, our comforts, are therein ſig- 
nified, and conveyed to us. The chri- 
ſtian covenant, the chriftian faith, the chri- 
ian obedience, the chriſtian prayer, are 
famed up and repreſented in it; enforced, 
or exerciſed by it. God's covenant of 
peace to mankind in the blood of his 
Son: our feaſting at his table, in token 
of our faith in him, and dependance up- 
on him, for the pardon of our fins, and 
our acceptance with God: The offer and 


preſentation of our obedience, of ourſelves, 


our ſouls and bodies, to be a reaſon- 
able, holy, and lively facrifice unto God: 
eſpecially in that part of it, which Chriſt 
himſelf lays ſo peculiar a ſtreſs upon as 
to make it the badge of our diſcipleſhip, 
and love to him, viz. charity, or un- 

feigned, univerſal love: and devout applica- 
lion 


! 
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lion to the throne of grace for ſtrength to 
do the will of God from the heart, in 
virtue of our union with Chriſt, and by 
power derived from him: theſe, I ſay, 


are the great points of this ordinance z 
the bleſſings or the buſineſs of it. 


Can you call yourſelves chriſtians, and 
E think this ſacred action of eating 

read and drinking wine in remembrance - 
of Chriſt; in which all God's mercies 
are confirmed to us; and we make a 
tender to him of the beſt we have, our 
repentance, our faith, our thankfulneſs, 
our purpole of obedience, our earneſt de- 
fire of reconcihation to, and union with 
him, in and through Chriſt Jeſus; I ſay, 
can you think it of ſo little importance, 
as that you may turn your backs upon 
it when you pleaſe? Eſpecially, as it 
comes to you ſtamped with the authority 
of heaven, and is the command of your 
dying Saviour? Alas} who can look 
upon the ſtate of things amongſt us with- 
out grief and ſhame! True it is, that 
very few in this, and other Pariſhes, are 
conſtant communicants; much the greateſt 
part of thoſe who do come to the ſa- 
crament, oftener abſenting; young per- 
ſons and ſervants” generally thinking _— 

c 
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ſelves unconcerned in it; and ſome dying 
without having ever received it at all. 
Brethren, how ſhall I expreſs my concern 
for your negligence in this matter, or find 
words to reprove it ? If this is not dark- 
neſs in the midſt of goſpel light, igno- | 
| rance of Chriſt, and ſpiritual deadneſs in 
a country, what 1s ? F 


You have no doubt of the neceſſity and 
benefit of remembring the death of Chriſt 
in the manner he hath ordained ; you con- 
demn thoſe who reje& this ſacrament ; 
and yet when you are invited' to it, refuſe 
to come. Is not this bearing witneſs 
againſt yourſelves, that you have but little 

: ſenſe and belief of the bleſſing of a Re- 
deemer; that you are ſtill unconverted, 
and under the dominion of a worldly ſpi- 
rit; and prize other things a great deal 

| more than the ſalvation he hath wrought 

for you ? If ſin was a trouble, and a bur- 
| then to you, could you flight any means 
or opportunity of being aſſured of the par- 
don; and delivered from the power of it? 

Is Chriſt precious to you, and the bent of 

your heart towards him, and -can you 
| bear the thoughts of leaving it to others 
to feed upon his moſt. precious body and 

blood? Can you know and believe * 
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all your hopes are treaſured up in him; 
and that- if he does not-ſtand betwixt the 
wrath of God and your ſins, you muſt 
periſh ; and yet when he calls you to own 
him, and be owned by him, and receive 
treſh ſupplies of ſpiritual life at his hands, 
deliberately and often turn away from 


him? If you had an eſtate made over to 


you, upon the condition of performing 
and repeating a certain action, expreſſive 
of your love, and gratitude to the donor 
of it; and had reaſon to believe your title 
to it would be rendered precarious . by a 
neglect of performance; which of you 
would ever negle&, or omit it? And if 
you did, would it not be a proof that you 
were indifferent in the matter, and in the 
main unconcerned about it? If Chriſt hath 


delivered us from eternal damnation, and 


purchaſed our title to the heavenly inhe- 
ritance with his blood : and appointed this 
ſignificant action of eating bread, and 
drinking wine together in remembrance of 
him; to engage our affections to him; to 
ſnew us the abſolute neceſſity of receiving 
life and nouriſhment from him, and his 
purpoſe of giving it to us: can you per- 


ſuade yourſelves, that you are in good 
earneſt ſeeking after his bleſſings, or de- 


ſire his graces, when you will not vouch- 
ſafe 
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ſafe to look upon this ſenſible token and 
pledge of them, ordained by himſelf; and 
neglect ſo many opportunities of putting 
in for your ſhare of them, and ſecuring 
your title to them ? 


For the love of God, therefore, conſider 
what you are doing in the world. Exa- 
mine yourſelves concerning your faith. If 
it was working at the root of your life, 
ſuch a behaviour as this could never ſpring 


from it. And without faith, you may be 


honeſt, civil, and friendly; that is, good 
heathens, but are not good chriſtians. See 
Rom. viii. 1-8, Heb. xi. 6. Jo. iii. 6, 


And for want of that faith, which brings 
us hungring and thirſting to Chriſt. and 
eſpecially in the way of this ordinance, 
pretences are multiplied under the name 


of ſcruples, for abſtaining from it, which 


are never to be ſatisfied, I verily be- 
lieve that, few inſtances excepted, they 


may all be reſoved into ignorance” of 


Chriſt, and of our want of him; and ſe- 
cret unwillingneſs to cloſe with him. And 
as to what many alledge of buſineſs, and 
want of time to prepare themſelves as they 
ought , let them be exhorted to prepare 
themſelves as much as they pleaſe, by a 


careful 
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careful inſpeclion into the ſtate of their 
fouls, as our church directs. But then 
let them be told, that thoſe who truſt only 
in Chriſt, and long to know more of him, 
and to be made ive unto God by him, 
are never unprepared. And that without 
this faith and deſire, and actual turning to 


God according to the Goſpel, all other 


preparations is vain z proceeds from a miſ- 


take; and ſhuts them up in blindneſs and 


deluſion, And whoever they are who 
come tothe ſacrament without having, or 
defiring to have an intereſt in Chriſt; we 
are ſo far from encouraging them in it, 
that we declare aloud it does not belong to 
them; and cannot help beſeeching them 
nor to mock God, and deceive themſelves 
any longer. For all they do by their 
ſhameful abuſe of this moſt ſacred act of 


chriſtian worſhip, is to bring diſgrace up- 


on the name and religion of Chriſt ; and 
put a fatal bar in the way of their own 
converſion ; by thinking they are entitled 


to the benefits of worthy receivers, when 


they are utterly, unqualified for them, and 
do not indeed deſire them. 


And I do in concluſion once more be- 


ſeech you all, dearly beloved, by your 


hopes of mercy, to conſider and digeſt 


the 
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tne inſtruction. contained in our church- 
catechiſm under the ſeveral heads of the 
chriſtian covenant, faith, obedience, prayer, 
and /acraments; that ſo you may examine 
the ſtate of your hearts by it. The lot of 
the lower part of mankind would be hard 
indeed, if, as they are bud too apt to al- 
ledge, they could not underſtand this, 
and all other neceſſary chriſtian inſtruction, 
But let me obſerve to you again, if they 
do not, it is becauſe they are not yet poor 
in ſpirit, and will not underſtand the truth 
of their condition. For till this is known, 
neither rich, nor poor, are capable of 
knowing any thing truly of Chriſt, and 
his religion; they can only prate about it, 
and turn it into an empty form. It goes 
Full as hard with a learned man to under- 
ſtand how he is by nature born in fin, 
and muſt receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, (*) as it does with any of you. 
But the work of grace in all muſt be laid 


(*) Note 1. Little children, or infants, have but 
one appetite, know what they want, and can be 
quieted with nothing elſe, do what you will to them. 
2. Young children have every thing to learn ; are 
incapable of ſtriking out a rule of conduct for them- 
| ſelves; and receive what is taught them with undiſ- 
puting ſimplicity. O! that it were once fo with us 
Conſider Pſalm cxxxi. and 1 Pet. ii. 2. 


deep 
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deep in this conviction. And by it, and 
ö by the Spirit of God working with it, the 


, bleſſings of the goſpel will ſoon be per- 


> ceived by every man to be as ſuitable to 
f his caſe, as meat :and drink is to him, 
d when he is hungry and thirſty; and as 
— eagerly ſought after. He will not only 
5 underſtand, but pray (*) his catechiſm de- 
n. voutly. He will beſeech God, as for his 
ey life to comfirm to him his covenant of 


or peace in Chriſt. To eſtabliſh him in the 


th faith of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 


n, and preſerve him in faithful dependance 
of on the ever bleſſed Trinity for the work of 
nd divine grace in his ſoul: to love God with 


it, all his heart, &c. and his neighbour as 


des himſelf: to know his own weakneſs more 
er- and more; and be ſtirred up to cry migh- 
ſin, I tily to the Lord for help: to live up to 
5 6 his baptiſm, by dying to ſin; and to re- 
member Chriſt's death in the ſacrament of 
the Lord's ſupper, not only as his ranſom 
from death, but as the price with which 
he has bought him into his ſervice ; that 


he may glorify God in his body, and in his 
ſpirit, which are God's. 1 Cor. vi. 20. 


vs! W (*) See Bp. Kenr's Practice of divine love; which 


is an expoſition of the church catechiſm in a continued 
ſtrain of rapturous devotions. 


And not live unto himſelf, but unto him 


which 
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which died for bim, and roſe again. 2 Cot. 
V. 15. 


And let us all pray continually that be 


Cod of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father 
of glory, may give unto us the ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom and revelation in the knowledge of bim: 
#he eyes of our underſtanding being enlight- 
ened ; that we may know what is the 

his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the ſaints , and what is 
#he exceeding greatneſs of his power to us ward 
who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty poser; which he wrought in Chriſt 
fs when he raiſed bim from the dead. 
ph. i. 17—20. Amen, | 
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BOOKS, printed for and fold by Meſlrs: 
Hawes, Clarke, and Collins, at the Redg 
Lion, in Pater-noſter Row. | 


I. THE DIVINE BANQUET: 
or, SACRAMENTAL DEVOTIONS, 
Conſiſting of Morning and Evening Pray- 


.ers, Contemplations and Hyms for every 


Day in the Week, in order to a more ſo- 


lemn Preparation for the worthy receiving 


of the Holy Communion. 


Together with Brief Reſolutions to all 


thoſe Scruples and Objections uſually al- 
ledged for the Omiſſion of this important 
Duty. | | | 
To which is added, The Devout Chri- 
ſtian's Daily Sacrifice; or, Morning and 
Evening Prayers for every Day, upon 
ordinary occaſions: With Graces. 


II. GUIDE .to ETERNAL 
A GLORY: or, Brief Directions 
to all Chriſtians how to attain everlaſting 
Salvation. 
To which are added, Several other Di, 
wine Tracts. 


III. QUERMONS, on Various Subjects? 
By Thomas Hartley, A. M. 


Rector of Winwick in Northamptonſhire, 
Second Edition. 
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| . HE GOLDEN GROVE. 
£ ; A Choice Manual, containing 
what is believed, practiſed and deſired, or 
prayed for; the Prayers being fitted to 
the ſeveral Days of the Week; alſo Feſti- 
val Hymns, according to the Manner of 
the Antient Church. Compoſed for the 
Uſe of the Devout, eſpecially of younger 
Perſons, The Twenty-fourth Edition. 


V. HE CHRISTIAN's SACRI- 
: FICE: A. Treatiſe ſhewing the 
Neceſſity, End, and Manner of receivin 

the Holy Communion ; together with 
ſuitable Prayers and Meditations for every 
Month in the Year, and the principal 
Feſtivals in Memory of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
In Four Partss The Fourtenth Edition, 
Correfted, . | 


VI. BOOK for BEGINNERS; 
5 or, a Help to young Communi- 
cants, that they may be fitted for the Holy 
Communion, and receive it with Profit. 
VII. HE DEVOUT CHRISTIAN's 

HOURLY- COMPANION : 


1 Conſiſting of Holy Prayers, and Divine 


Meditations. Done into Eugliſʒ from that 
Great Spiritualiſt, Drexelius. The Fifth 
Edition. 1 1 


